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(This material was originally intercut into the production of Shakespeare’s The Tempest – so that there was  back story to the radio performance – because of technical issues we did not use this in the final performances) 

 “A Tempest On the Radio”
In the background the “broadcast” of music is heard.  Technicians work feverishly in  the sound booth and the studio making the final preparations for the broadcast.  The Soundman tests his props as though he is an orchestra member tuning his instruments.  

A few of the actors are on stage, talking, eating and warming up their instruments.  

Announcer:  
Ladies and Gentlemen welcome to Racine, Wisconsin’s KVON studios for our production of William Shakespeare’s The Tempest.  My name is Cliff Clinger and in a few moments we will begin tonight’s broadcast of The Tempest.  And speaking of tempests, I hope that all of you have sufficiently dried off from tonight’s torrential downpours.  But never fear, Wendy Wallis the weather gal at KVON tells me that tomorrow will be sunny.  In the mean time please remember that in the unlikely event of a power outage, remain in your seats until instructed to move.  
For local, national and world news of the day remember to listen to Frank Stafford’s morning news and farm report.  Remember that’s Stafford on KVON every hour on the hour news that matters.
Tonight’s broadcast is sponsored in part by Duddlyooh’s!  Duddlyooh’s where the farm of tomorrow begins today.  

We a few moments away from our production of the Tempest but before we begin I would like to introduce you to our fabulous cast.  (the applause sign flashes for each cast member and each comes forward for a brief bow, curtsey or wave to the audience)  First playing the roles of Ariel and the Boatswain is Miss Janice Dean. Playing the roles of Antonio and __________ Miss Rhonda Bewilder.  Playing the roles of Caliban and _________Miss Emma Towlinson, playing the roles of __________ and ________ Miss Sally Harvester.   Playing the roles of Ferdinand and ________ Mr. Jack Johanssen and Mr. James Jollykins.  
And now ladies and gentlemen, it is with great pride that we present a special treat for our studio and listening audiences tonight.  The good people at Duddlyooh’s have allowed us to bring true star power in from the east coast.  Our small band of players will tonight have the privilege of working with radio royalty. 
Recently back from touring productions of King Lear, Othello, and Romeo and Juliet it is with great pride that I introduce you to our very special guests. Husband and wife, stars of radio and stage. Won’t you please give them a rousing round of applause.  
Playing the role of Miranda …Mrs. Jessica Tabor (applause) and in the role of Prospero Mr. Samuel Tabor.

Sam and Jessica enter to applause from the audience and from the other actors.  

Sam:  Thank you all it is a pleasure to be here in the fair city of Columbus,…(Jessica whispers quickly in his ear) Racine, O…(she wispers again) Wisconsin.
Announcer:  Now ladies and gentlemen if you will sit back relax and enjoy we will begin our live performance at a quarter past the hour.  

Mic checks are in progress.  Every conversation that heard from now on should be heard by microphones accidentally being placed too near a couple.
Sam nonchalantly walks over to Janice who is at the food service or water cooler.
Sam:  I received your letter.  It was just thing I needed to get me through the long cold New York winter.  I hope that following the performance this evening we find time for a little  “time just for us.”
Janice:  Sam your wife is here and as I said in my letter it is time for “us,” whatever that means, to be over.  

Sam:  But darling you know that you are my sun and moon.  Jessica is yesterday’s news.  She has no idea but I’m setting her up with that young Ray fellow. It won’t be long before she jumps ship and jumps him. 
Janice:  I told you Same.  I no longer love you Sam.  You’ve meant a great deal to me and I thank you.  But its over… I love someone else.

Sam:  Who?  Who is rapscallion who thinks he can better satisfy you than me?

(the conversation continues but we can’t hear it because the mic has moved to the other side of the stage)

Meanwhile on the other side of the stage Jessica and Ray are talking in hushed tones.  An open mic is accidently placed near them
Ray:  Did you get my letter?

Jessica:  I did.  Samuel nearly threw it out thinking it was merely fan mail.

Ray:  He didn’t read it did he?  What if he finds out?
Jessica:  I don’t think he suspects a thing.  

Ray: He could destroy my career if he ever found out.

Jessica:  Darling don’t worry, Sam’s power is long passed.  He is a relic, a dinosaur.  

Ray:  I should get back to the things I should be doing rather than what I want to be doing.  I most likely will write you again.  I have not said all that is on my mind.

The microphone is moved and we do not hear any more of the conversation.  On the radio music and introduction is heard.
Announcer:  Thirty seconds to air.  

(the actors take their places and the on air production begins)

THE TEMPEST

Sam:  When I first told you of my feelings for you, you said nothing.  I felt like a fool having opened my heart to such a beautiful young woman.  I cowardly shrunk away thinking I would never hear from you again.

Janice:  I was the coward who was too dumbfounded to speak.

Sam:  And now your strength is in wanting to leave me?  After all that I have done for you. You’d leave me to settle with a bit player?  
Janice:  I just want you to know that I am not settling.  I knew that I had found the one I wanted to be with forever because my heart stopped looking. Sam…I care for you.  I still even love you but… let me go.

THE TEMPEST

Jessica:  I have heard a few songs on the radio that make me think of you.  Strange.
Ray:  As strange a thing I know not.

The TEMPEST

Sam:  Janice this other love…he could never be as close as you and I have at the height of our love. 

Janice:  I don’t justify our relationship by our friendship.  That is how i define it.  
And I hate that you have put me on the defensive.  I should not have to defend us to you.    

Sam: And believe me, I have made mistakes in my past. i do not plan on repeating them.

Janice:  But that isn’t it. It isn’t about you Sam. You gave me a chance when no one else would.  And I thank you.  But please let’s move on.

THE TEMPEST

JANICE:  His dreams and my dreams have become “our” dreams. I love my life. 

SAM:  And I love you.

JANICE:  Then there is only one problem…I love him.
THE TEMPEST

JANICE:   
THE TEMPEST
SAM:  With me at your side you could become great.  Not just a bit player in a run-down 700 watt radio station in the middle of nowhere.
JANICE:  The actor’s life is not for me Sam.  It has been wonderful and fun.  But I want to be productive in other ways. Nothing has ever compared to the love and devotion i feel for this man.  Maybe he doesn’t quote Shakespeare to me, but he is honest and faithful.  He is a strong hearted and handsome man and he is my "sun and moon." 
THE TEMPEST
Janice:  You are right about one thing.  I do have a lot of potential to do great things.  And he will be right there with me through it all, the good and the bad.  And I will be there for him. 

THE TEMPEST
JANICE:  I have a bright future ahead of me.  And when the long day is over, I get to come home to a man that cherishes and loves me and wants to share with me all that I have just told you.  

THE TEMPEST

I love my life.  I am becoming educated.  I get to be around interesting people and talk about interesting ideas at school.   
I get to be someone's shoulder to cry on when they have lost a loved one (happened yesterday.) 
THE TEMPEST

Jessica:  No matter how long we live, I know that you will forever send tingles to my toes.

Ray:  Ours is a love that will outlast the test of time. 
THE TEMPEST

SAM:  Jessica there is something that I must tell you…I have not been entirely faithful to you.

Jessica:  Darling, you have rarely been faithful to me.

SAM:  But you must know it is over, I am yours “‘til death do we part.”

Jessica:  Well then I think you should know something….

(they move away from the microphone)

THE TEMPEST

Jessica:  He is my rock and my soft place to land.  He is a shoulder to lean on a hand to hold onto.  And i know that for all these things he is for me, so am i for him.

THE TEMPEST

We will travel many miles together, both in theory and in distance.  
Do not think for one second that because of my age, I am young.  I am wise. And wisdom is priceless.  However, I am not hard of heart and you have hurt me.  Do not belittle the man and the relationship that we have worked together to achieve.  

