The KVON Players
George Banks hails from Chicago where he was a rising star at WMAQ.  There he created the short-lived character Bozoini on the Saturday morning kiddie show, “Bozoni and his Simply Super Circus Pals.”  In 1936 he came to Iowa to take over as the announcer of “Shakespeare on Saturday Evening” and to be the voice for several local sports teams.  His extraordinary vocal talents have often made people wonder how many special “guests” are stopping by the press booth every game.  The answer is none.  He considers himself a true actor who not only uses different voices but acts like a different person.  George regularly appears in the KVON detective mystery series “Big City Lights” as Detective Emmit Duchamps and the medical drama “Doctors on Patrol” as Dr. William Westerton.  

Dorothy Trimble hails from Brooklyn, New York. She studied dance throughout her childhood, always dreaming of becoming a Radio City Rockette. At the try-outs, however, she was informed she was too short for the team. Now Dorothy never appears without heels in public. Since that dream ended she discovered a new passion for the stage, that of actress.  She is a regular character actress on KVON in Decorah, Iowa, where she consistently wows audiences and keeps her numerous fans in stitches.   Dorothy’s most beloved character to date is as the lovably laughable Aunt Clarabelle on KVON’s hit Sunday evening show, “Move Over Honey, The Cows are Coming Home.”

Hazel Brown is a native of Decorah, Iowa.  In her free time, Hazel likes to sew and cook with her mother, who taught her to make dishes like lefse and frybread.  Her mother also taught her from her childhood how to create characters with her voice when storytelling.  Hazel has spent much of her teen years listening to characters in radio shows like “The Witch’s Tale” and “Flash Gordon” with her father.  Inspired, she dreamed of becoming an actress; after finishing school in 1937, Hazel began working her way up at KVON.  Among her most favorite Shakespearean roles is Puck from a Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Her favorite character to play thus far is Hermione on KVON’s “The Tale of the Lost Wives of Pericles,” also known as “The Taming of Tyre.”  Quoting Oscar Wilde, she says, “I love acting.  It is so much more real than life.”
Samuel Thomas Jamison Tabor was born in Boston Massachusetts on December 2, 1898.  Samuel Tabor’s father, a wealthy oil and magnesium magnate, wanted his son to become a proper gentlemen.  Samuel Tabor went to Catholic school where he received instruction in arithmetic, science, and philosophy.  By the age of nine Samuel Tabor had memorized seven of Shakespeare’s greatest works in their entirety.  At the tender age of fifteen, Samuel Tabor went to London to study British Theatre, but after six months returned to the United States after a skirmish with a drunken leading British actor.  Samuel Tabor is currently touring the United States and Canada, performing the lead roles in the four great Shakespearean tragedies.   Samuel Tabor is eager to tackle the role of Prospero for the first time here at KVON.
Noveta Henderson comes to Decorah, Iowa all the way from New York City.  She has been with the cast at KVON for 3 years.  Her previous credits include: A Midsummer Nights Dream, Romeo and Juliet, and Much Ado About Nothing.  Her first stage appearance was at the age of 11, performing in Vaudeville acts alongside her parents, The Magnificent Hendersons, world renowned contortion and elocutionists. Noveta has also been in many Broadway productions including: Showboat, Cole Porter's Anything Goes, and, George Gershwin's Girl Crazy.  Noveta stars as the vivacious Mrs. Vivian McMurryfield in the KVON hit “Move Over Honey, The Cows are Coming Home.”  She decided to move to Decorah, Iowa after her friend, KVON’s own Dorothy Trimble, asked her to join the cast at KVON. 

Jessica Tabor was abandoned at the age of 13 by parents overcome with financial losses.  Jessica worked her way into radio by singing at a Flowering Peach Recreational Club in Valdosta, Georgia.  Landing a job at the local radio station, she crossed the threshold from singing ads to acting.  Jessica played Jane Marryot in Frank Lloyds “Cavalcade,” Leonora Banning in Thorton Wilder’s “The Long Christmas Dinner,” and Lady Lander in Gerald Blakes “The Dance of Death.”  Jessica crossed another threshold into Shakespearean acting a few years later.  She has played Juliet in “Romeo and Juliet,” Desdemona in “Othello,” and her favorite, Titania in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  One fateful day Sammuel Tabor came to the station to perform Othello.  They fell in love and shortly thereafter were married.  Early word has it that Mrs. Tabor is the frontrunner for the lead in the motion picture  adaptation of Margaret Mitchell’s novel , Gone With the Wind.

Janice Dean has been in several plays, such as, A Midnight’s Summer Dream, The Great God Brown, and Desire Under the Elms. Thanks to her dear friend, Mr. Samuel Tabor, Janice has become one of the few recognizable African Americans in theatre in and radio in the 1930s. Janice is renowned for her ability to grasp the audience’s attention to her characters with grace and poise yet simultaneously she has the power to make the audience feel what she feels and think what she thinks. She is honored to be joining the KVON for her roles in The Tempest.  
Guy Hill has always felt the need to make people laugh. However, it wasn't until he was nine-years-old and saw Charlie Chaplin in the film The Bond that he discovered that it was more than just a need, but was his calling. It was at age 17 when he made his stage debut as Algernon Moncrieff in Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest. Since then he has performed in many plays across the state including: Pygmalion, and Our American Cousin. The latter of which was performed at the state fair in Des Moines. Although he calls the stage his second home, it is in the realm of the radio where Guy is most well known. It is here in our very own KVON studios that Guy is a regular on the “Daily Murder Mystery” and the ever popular “Shakespeare on a Saturday Evening” with memorable performances as Bottom in A Midsummer Night's Dream, Dogberry in Much Ado About Nothing, Feste  in Twelfth Night and Falstaff in  The Merry Wives of Windsor. 

Tom Jabbers  When asked about his career, Tom Jabbers always says that it's not easy being an actor when you're made of wood. Coming from humble beginnings in the forests of his native California, Tom has sacrificed a lot to pursue his art. After a chaotic journey in various west coast dime stores Tom came to terms with his “wooden” acting style and developed a love for Shakespearean comedy. Now,  Tom has found a comfortable home in Decorah and is a revered veteran here at KVON.  Tom frequently appears on the highly acclaimed “Chesterton Variety Show Radio Hour.” 
 

Q. John, “Silent Jack,” Smith has lived a varied life:  he’s been a carpenter, painter, electrician, roofer, musician, pilot, lawyer, wildcatter, jungle explorer, lumberjack and is currently the Foley Artist at KVON in Decorah, IA.  While radio audience listeners may not realize it Silent Jack is vital part of their audio experience in KVON productions ranging from the KVON hit Comedy “Move Over Honey, The Cows are Coming Home” to the Wednesday night mystery series “Big City Lights.”  In addition Jack hosts the Saturday morning educational show “Our Friend Corn.”

