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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF).  The aims of this national theater education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater production.  To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national levels.


Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for inclusion at the KCACTF regional festival and can also be considered for invitation to the KCACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC in the spring of 2011.


Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide.  By entering this production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the nation.
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The Rogers State University Theatre Program presents
Hamlet
by William Shakespeare
The action takes place in Elsinore
Cast

Marcellus ----------------------------------------------------------------Hannah Harris

Horatio ---------------------------------------------------------------Kristin Anderson

Claudius -----------------------------------------------------------------Annette Lopez

Laertes--------------------------------------------------------------------Hannah Harris

Polonius ----------------------------------------------------------------Nikki Forehand

Ophelia -------------------------------------------------------------Charity Emmanuel

Hamlet ---------------------------------------------------------------Hannah Westlund

Gertrude ---------------------------------------------------------- Amanda MacFarland

Ghost of Hamlet's Father-----------------------------------------------Annette Lopez

Rosencrantz -------------------------------------------------------------- Kaitlyn Wert

Guildenstern ---------------------------------------------------------- Janene Hendrix
Player King and Prologue-------------------------------------------   Hannah Harris

Player Queen and Lucianus------------------------------------- Anna Kissinger
Captain from Fortinbras’ Army ------------------------------------Nikki Forehand

Osric  -------------------------------------------------------------- Charity Emmanuel

Gravedigger ---------------------------------------------------------- Nikki Forehand

The Puppet Master -------------------------------------------------- Anna Kissinger 



This year the text was edited by Gregory J. Thompson and Colter Sharon
PRODUCTION NOTE

“Shakespeare is the poet who created most after God” – Alexander Dumas

In The Question of Hamlet, Harry Levin wrote, if we share Dumas’ sentiment it is our best warrant for the idea of the artist as creator and of his art as world in miniature.”  Of the many different interpretations and understandings of Shakespeare’s Hamlet available, we chose to focus on the theatricality and performance aspects of the play.  It is a theme that Shakespeare frequently visits in his plays.  After all, “All the world’s a stage and all the men and women merely players.” 
RSU’s remaining 2011 Theatre Season
Re: Design

· March 10-12 

· Baird Hall Performance Studio 

By British playwright Craig Baxter. “Re: Design” chronicles the relationship between Charles Darwin, who developed the theory of evolution, and 19th Century botanist Asa Gray over 40 years. The play, commissioned by the Darwin Correspondence Project at the University of Cambridge, presents discussions between the two scientists based on the archive of their letters. 

Student-Directed Plays

· April 7-9 

· Baird Hall Performance Studio 

The RSU theatre program will culminate the season with its annual "Student-Directed Plays". The plays will be announced at a later date. This will be an opportunity to witness our students’ theatrical vision as they select and direct plays.

Mary Mackie is originally from Boston. She is an assistant Professor of Creative Writing and Literature at RSU and the advisor for the RSU Student 
newspaper, The Hillpost. Her one-act play, Unrequited to the Nth Degree was produced by the RSU Theatre Program in 2009. She also has a collection of yet-to-be-published novels, stories, and poems. Her radio show, “Rock and Roll With Your Rock Doctor” can be heard on KRSC-FM 91.3 Real College Radio.

Colene Reeves is a sophomore at RSU and is pursuing a Graphics Design Major. Hamlet is the fourth production she has helped with since starting at RSU.  Coleen was a stage-hand for Quietly Sanding In The Shade and The Sinker and Properties Master for A Midsummer Night's Dream. She is thrilled to be Stage Manager for Hamlet.
Greg Thompson is the head of the English and Humanities Department at RSU.  He is a veteran of over 100 productions as actor, director and stage manager. Previously at RSU he directed (and in some cases performed in) Much Ado About Nothing, The Tempest, Richard III, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Reverse Evolution.  As an RSU actor he was seen in The Walk Around and Welcome to the Eatonville. He also wrote and directed the one woman show, An Evangelist Drowns, based on the life of Aimee Semple McPherson.
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Production Team

Director
Greg Thompson

Producer/Set Designer
David Blakely

Assistant Director
Mary Mackie

Stage Manager 
Colene Davis

Costume Designer
Renee Cox

Lighting Designer/Technical Director
Kevin Hoffman

Sound Designer
Gregory J.  Thompson

Ghost Sound Designer
Richard Cagle

Poster/Program Design
Jessica Chalfant

Sound Engineer
Kaitie Bryan


Fight Choreography
Sarah Beeson/G.Thompson



It takes well over a year to put together productions of this size and it is impossible to do so without the hard work and dedication from a great number of people who give material, ideas, support, and precious time to the production.

Very Special Thank You to…

Renee Cox, Sally Beauty Supply of Claremore, Hobby Lobby of Owasso, Jerry Bowen, Gary Moeller, Frank Grabowski, Kirk Weller, Bryce Brimer,  Katharine Hahn, the RSU PR Department, Stephanie Freeman, Phil Sample, Bonnie Paul, Kaitie Bryan, Jeff Gentry, Cathy Coomer, Stephen Boyle, Richard Cagle, and the folks in the RSU Radio Station, Misty Smith, Frank Elwell, Richard and Joan Thompson, Josh, Megan, Cali, Elizabeth, Roi, Alex, and Moo, and the many members of RSU’s student body, faculty, and staff who have helped in the creation and running of the show.

A Final Director’s Note
While these productions are always collaborations, this one in particular required herculean efforts on the part of many creative and dedicated persons to make it a reality.  While my department head duties led me temporarily to warmer climes, David Blakely, Colene Reeves, Mary Mackie, Renee Cox and untold others put in the very hardest work in getting this production to its feet in the final weeks of rehearsal.  For that I am eternally grateful.







Greg Thompson
Cast and Production Team Biographies

Kristin Anderson is a senior at RSU, majoring in Communication Arts. This is her second production at RSU. She participated in The Walk Around this past fall. She is also very involved with RSU’s Campus Crusade for Christ. Though she is not sure yet where life will take her after graduation, she hopes the performing arts continue to be a part of her life. 

Charity Emmanuel is an Oklahoma native. She earned her AA in Liberal Arts from RSU, during which time she helped start the university’s first student theatre organization—STO. After a sabbatical, she has returned to the campus and is currently seeking her BA in Liberal Arts.  Hamlet is her first production, since her return.

C. Nicole Forehand   is an alum of RSU (2010), returning to the stage for the first time since graduation "because I love it!" At RSU she played Helena in A Midsummer Night's Dream, Essie in Quietly Standing In The Shade (for which she received an Irene Ryan Nomination) and wrote and directed the production Second Star To The Left.  She would like to thank God, her family and boyfriend for their support and Dr. Thompson for the opportunity to come back and do what she loves so much.

Hannah Harris is currently a sophomore at RSU majoring in Medical Molecular. She is in Honor's, Renaissance Clubbe, and Student Theatre Organization and has previously appeared in The Walk Around and A Midsummer Night's Dream. 

Janene Denise Hendrix   is a student at Sequoyah High School.  She has about six years of on stage acting experience doing school and local plays but her main goal is to be a film actress She loves to write and likes to sing but she mostly enjoy pretending to be anyone but herself, and manages to accomplish that through acting.

Anna Kissinger Is a sophomore at Sequoyah high school. Other than drama she enjoys dance, FFA and photography. She plans to attend RSU after high school to be involved in the Theatre program and major in Photography. 

Amanda McFarland  Graduated in 2008 from Verdigris high. She is currently a junior at Rogers State University, TCC, and a member of the Alpha Sigma Tau sorority. She plans to major in Occupational Therapy with a minor in Art.

Amanda has played in the RSU productions of “The Walk Around” and “Tuff cuffed”.

Kaitlyn Wert is a transfer student in her first semester at RSU. She is an Liberal Arts/English option student who is happy to be returning to the theatre. She has previously been in Red Noses, Out of Gas on Lovers Leap, The Wizard of Oz, and Annie at Northeastern State University and Collinsville High School. 

Hannah Westlund is a sophomore majoring in Radio/Television at RSU. She made her RSU acting debut in last year’s AMidsummer Night's Dream as Puck and appeared as Truvy in Steel Magnolias last semester. Her favorite activities include playing video games, surfing the internet, drawing, painting, writing, and singing.

David Blakely is an Associate Professor at RSU and Director of its Theatre Program.  He is a playwright.  His play, Tales of Shoogilly, was the 2003 winner of the Charles M. Getchell Award and was produced recently at Alvernia University in Reading, PA. He is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America, Inc.  

Kaitie Bryan is a Senior Fine Arts Student here at Rogers State University, and is from the small town of Oologah. She has been acting with the theatre program since 2006, and most recently has also worked on set construction, technical crew, and specialty prop design for RIII, The Sinker, and Steel Magnolias. She is a member of the RSU Choir and Treasurer of the Student Theater Organization. She enjoys acting and being on stage, but plans on continuing behind the scenes work after graduation. 
Renée Cox is an instructor of English at RSU.  She also has done costumes for the Grand Canyon Shakespeare Festival, the Good Company Theatre, Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, CA, and was costumer for the RSU productions of Writers’ Café, Much Ado About Nothing!, Woody Guthrie’s American Song, The Tempest, Frankenstein, Richard III and A Midsummer Night's Dream.

Kevin Hoffman is a junior at RSU.  His previous designs include Set Design for Woody Guthrie’s American Song, The Tempest and Quietly Standing in the Shade and Lighting Design for Frankenstein. 

