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Rogers State University
THE VIETNAM CONFLICT
Spring Semester 2010
COURSE NUMBER:  Hist. 3533                              PIN NUMBER:  2376
INSTRUCTOR:  John P. Sample                             TIME:  7:00 pm Thursday
CLASSROOM:  PH312                                           OFFICE:  Aud. 115
PHONE:  343-7798				        PREREQUISITES:  None
E-MAIL:  psample@rsu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   A study of the Vietnam Conflict.  The growth of Vietnamese nationalism over two millennia – in resistance to first the Chinese and then the French.  How the United States was drawn into the conflict.  The political and military events that occurred in Vietnam after the Americans arrived and the decision-making process in Washington and Asia.  The aftermath of the Vietnam War.
Vietnam is still with us.  It has created doubts about American judgment, about American credibility, about American power – not only at home, but throughout the world.  It has poisoned our domestic debate.  So we paid an exorbitant price for the decisions that were made in good faith and for good purpose.
						--Henry Kissinger
The Vietnam War ended in 1975 when North Vietnamese troops took the city of Saigon.  We had already deserted the country.  However, as Mr. Kissinger said, it is still with us.  This was one of the most traumatic eras in our history.  Politicians still refer to it, and every situation where we find ourselves sending in troops is compared to the Vietnam War.  Therefore, it is necessary for us to understand this war, how we got ourselves into it, and why we didn’t win it.
Before we begin, however, it is important that you understand the ground rules under which we will operate during the semester:
I. ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY!  It is your responsibility to be here every day and to be on time.  You will receive five points towards your final grade for each class you attend.  Two points will be subtracted from the five if you are late or leave early.  You will lose five points for every class that you miss.  At the end of the semester, the attendance points will become part of your final average.  Poor attendance or excessive tardiness could lower your final grade by a full letter.  Conversely, good attendance could raise your final grade by a letter.

Some days we may have in-class quizzes, or tests.  This in-class work may not be made up unless previous arrangements have been made with me.  If you have to miss a class, you are still responsible for knowing the information presented in that class.  I urge you to get to know the other members of your class.  Get some names and telephone numbers.  Make an agreement with someone to take notes for you if you are gone.  Then call that person and get the notes before you come to the next class!  In that way you will not be surprised by a quiz or test.  Absence does not excuse you from having to take a test or quiz.
II. The texts below are required:      
     A.  Vietnam, A History:  The First Complete Account of Vietnam at War.     
          Stanley Karnow.
     B.  Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War:  Documents and   
          Essays.  Edited by Robert J. McMahon.
     C.  American Strategy in Vietnam:  A Critical Analysis. Colonel Harry    
         G. Summers, Jr.    
III. I want to assure you that there is no such thing as a dumb question if it is pertinent to the class and you don’t know the answer.  There will usually be someone else in the class with the same question who was afraid to ask it.  I never consider a pertinent question to be an interruption of class.

IV. Your final grade will be made up of the following:

A.  Weekly ID Questions			   X 1
B.  Mid Term Exam			             X 3
C.  Attendance				            X 1
D.  Term Paper				           X 3
E.  Book Reviews				X 2
F.  Final Exam				          X 3
G. Class Participation     			X 2

All of the above scores will be added and divided by 15 to determine your final average.

All papers will receive a percentage score and grades will be assigned on the following scale:
A = 90 – 100
B = 80 – 89
C = 70 – 79
D = 60 – 69
F = 59 or below
During the semester you will have two tests, a mid-term and a final, each covering approximately 8 chapters.  These tests will be essay tests, for which you will have to bring a Blue (or green) Book to class.  In addition, you will be required to turn in a weekly exercise in which you identify between five and fifteen persons, places, or events taken from the week’s readings. These will have to be typed.  Your answers should not be more than a short paragraph for each item in the exercise, but in some cases the answer will only be a single sentence. During the semester, you will be required to read one book about the Vietnam War outside of class and write a book review for it.  Instructions for preparing a book review and an example of a book review are included in this syllabus.  This book report will be due at the beginning of class on the eighth week of class.  I must approve the book that you are going to review in advance.  To obtain this approval you must turn in to me the bibliographic  information on the book you will review.  The bibliographic entry will be due before class on the fourth week of class. You will also be required to complete a term paper, which will be explained later in this syllabus.  The paper will be due at the first of class on the fourteenth week.
V. My office hours will be posted on the bulletin board in this classroom and on my office door in the basement of the Auditorium.  You may call and arrange an appointment or simply drop by.  My phone number and e-mail are shown at the top of this syllabus.  If I am not in when you call, you may leave a message on the voice-mail and I will get back to you as soon as possible.

VI. COURSE GOALS: By the end of the semester, you should have:

A. Developed an understanding of the long history of Vietnamese nationalism and how that contributed to the success of the North Vietnamese.
B. Developed an understanding of how the United States was drawn into the war.
C. Developed and understanding of the strategic doctrine formed by the war’s major commanders on both sides and the tactical and other developments that affected the conduct of battle during the war.
D. Developed an understanding of the war’s effect on the people of the United States and, to a certain extent, Viet Nam, both during and after the war.
E. Improved your writing skills.
F. Learned how to write a book review.

Of the above goals, A through D support the following goal of the Department of History and Political Science:
To develop a level of competence in the core discipline of the social sciences to allow for further inquiry and study
Goals E and F support one of the major goals of not only this department, but also the School of Liberal Arts and the University as a whole:  to produce graduates who can express their thoughts in a well-organized manner in both writing and speaking.
These goals will all be evaluated primarily through written papers and tests.  A through D will also be evaluated by your participation in class discussion.  Your participation will be judged not only on its quantity, but also (and mainly) on its quality and content.
VII. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:  This course will have a little lecture, but student participation and discussion will be the most important part of each class. Therefore, the weekly reading assignments will be very important, as the discussions will center on these assignments.  Your participation in these discussions will be a part of your grade.  The quality of this participation will be more important than the quantity.
The following is a tentative schedule for the semester.  You should read the chapter to be covered in class before the information is covered in class.  In that way, you will be better prepared to discuss the subject and absorb any additional information that I give in my lectures.
WEEK 1
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow:  Preface, The War Nobody Won.  pp xi through 59.
		2) McMahon:  Preface, Vietnam and America: An Introduction. Pp xv 
through 15.
3) Summers:  Preface, Foreword, Introduction The National Will: The 
People. The Congress.  Friction: The People. pp vii through 25.
     WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the Identification Questions for week 1 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 2.
Discussion Topics
This will be the initial discussion of these points.  We will come back to some of  them again.
1. Why did the United States intervene in Vietnam: to defend freedom and liberty or to protect imperial interests dictated by America’s world position and economic needs?
2. What did the United States seek to accomplish in Vietnam? Were its goals attainable?
3. Clausewitz wrote that “The activities characteristic of war may be split into two main categories:  Those that are merely preparation for war, and war proper.” How does this statement apply to the Vietnam Conflict?

4. Did the U.S. government invoke the national will during the Vietnam Conflict? How did this affect the outcome?
5. Can U.S. actions there be characterized as moral or immoral?
6. Did the television networks and newspapers in the U.S. turn the public’s opinion against the war?
WEEK 2
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow:  Piety and Power, The Heritage of Vietnamese 
Nationalism. pp 60 through 138.
2) McMahon:  The Development of Vietnamese Nationalism. pp 16 – 48.
3) Summers:  None.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the Identification Questions for week 2 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 3.
Discussion Topics
1.What are the major elements of Vietnamese nationalism?
2. What effects did French colonial rule have on the social structure, economic life, and intellectual outlook of Vietnam? 

WEEK 3
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow:  The War with the French. pp 139 – 175.
		2) McMahon:  The Roots of the American Commitment. pp 49 – 86.
		3) Summers:  None
		

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the Identification Questions for week 3 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 4.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What affected U.S. political attitudes toward Vietnam?
2. What, perhaps, influenced Ho Chi Minh to approach the United States in 1945?
3. How did the famine of 1945 affect the Vietnamese Communist movement?
4. How did the Potsdam Conference in 1945 affect Vietnam?
5. Given the choice between Chinese or French occupation, how did Ho Chi Minh feel?  Why?
6. What propelled the French into war in Indo China?
7. Was the U.S. commitment to aid the French in 1950 prompted by a growing appreciation of the economic importance of Southeast Asia to the U.S. or were strategic considerations stemming from the U.S.’s perceived national security needs a more significant influence on U.S. policymakers?
8. To what extent might political, ideological, bureaucratic, or psychological factors have also played a role in the Truman administration’s decision to support the French?
Turn in the bibliographic information on the book that you will review at the first of class next week.
WEEK 4
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: The Light that Failed.  pp 176 – 221.
2) McMahon: Dwight D. Eisenhower and Vietnam: Deepening the Commitment. pp 87 – 122.
3) Summers: Friction:  The Bureaucracy. The Danger. Pp 27 – 38.


WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for chapter 4 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 5.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Why did President Eisenhower choose not to intervene at Dienbienphu?
2. Did the U.S. violate the Geneva Accords?
3. Did Washington commit itself to too fragile a leader in Diem? Were there alternatives?
4. What was the effect on the U.S. policy-makers of Moscow and Beijing’s recognition of Ho Chi Minh’s Democratic Republic of Vietnam?
5. What were the domestic and international forces during the 1950s that catapulted Vietnam to such a position of prominence for the United States?
6. How did the Chinese intervention in the Korean Conflict affect U.S. military strategy in the Vietnam Conflict?
7. The Battle of Dienbienphu.
WEEK 5
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: America’s Mandarin. Vietnam is the Place. pp 222 – 285.
2) McMahon: John F. Kennedy and Vietnam: Incremental Escalation. pp 123 – 157.
3) Summers: None.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 5 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 6.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What was the significance of Vietnam to overall U.S. foreign policy objectives during the Kennedy administration?
2. What were the nature and strength of both Diem’s regime and the Vietcong insurgency during this same time?
3. Battle of Ap Bac.
WEEK 6
READING ASSIGNMENTS
1) Karnow: The End of Diem. The Commitments Deepen. pp 286 – 363.
		2) McMahon: Lyndon B. Johnson’s Decisions for War. pp 158 – 205.
3) Summers: Friction:  The Doctrine.The Dogma. pp 39 – 50.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 6 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 7.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What was the U.S. role in the coup against Diem?
2. What impact did Diem’s ouster have on the stability of the relationship between South Vietnam and the U.S.?
3. How were the decisions to escalate reached?
4. Did President Johnson dominate the deliberative process, or did he simply follow the recommendations of his principal advisors?
5. How did Johnson’s concern for his Great Society reform program affect his thinking?
WEEK 7
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: Disorder and Decision. pp. 364 – 402.
		2) McMahon: U.S. Military Strategy. pp 206 – 231.
3) Summers: Tactics, Grand Tactics, and Strategy; The Objective. pp 53 – 66.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 7 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 8.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Was the attrition strategy wise?
2. Why did the U.S. adopt the tactics and strategy that it did?
3. To what extent did the U.S. understand its foe?
4. How clear were the objectives for which we were fighting?
5. Could the U.S. have won?  If so, how?
 BOOK REPORT DUE NEXT WEEK
WEEK 8
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: LBJ Goes to War. pp 403 - 441.
		2) McMahon: Americans in Combat. pp 232 – 272.
		3) Summers: The Offensive. pp 67 – 77.
		WRITING ASSIGNMENT
TURN IN BOOK REPORT BEFORE CLASS STARTS
MID-TERM EXAM
Complete the ID Questions for week 8 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 9.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What did American Forces encounter in Vietnam, and how did they react to the conditions there?
2. What was President Johnson’s purpose in Vietnam?
3. What led President Johnson to commit troops to Vietnam?

WEEK 9
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: Escalation. pp 442 - 487.
2) McMahon: The Enemy: North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front. pp 273 – 313.
3) Summers: Mass, Economy of Force, and Maneuver. pp 79 – 86.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 9 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 10.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
The Gulf of Tonkin Incident.
WEEK 10
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow:Debate, Diplomacy, Doubt. Tet. Pp488 - 581.
		2) McMahon: The Tet Offensive. pp 314 – 355.
		3) Summers: Unity of Command. pp 87 – 92.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 10 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 11.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
The Ia Drang Campaign.
WEEK 11
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: Nixon’s War. pp582 - 627.
		2) McMahon: The ally: South Vietnam. pp 356 – 385.
		3) Summers: Security and Surprise. pp 93 – 96.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 11 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 12.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Operation Cedar Falls.
2. Operation Junction City.
3. Rolling Thunder.
4. CORDS.
WEEK 12
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: None.
2) McMahon: Richard M. Nixon’s Strategy for Withdrawal. pp 386 – 426.
3) Summers: Simplicity. pp 97 – 99.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 12 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 13.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
Wrap up last two weeks.
WEEK 13
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: None.
2) McMahon: The Antiwar Movement and Public Opinion. pp 427 – 474.
3) Summers: Coalition Warfare. pp 101 – 109.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 13 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 14.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Khe Sanh.
2. Tet 1968.
3. My Lai.
WEEK 14
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: The Peace that Never Was. pp628 - 684.
2) McMahon: The Paris Peace Accords of 1973 and the Fall of South Vietnam. pp 475 – 509.
3) Summers: Epilogue: To Provide for the Common Defense. pp 101 – 121.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Complete the ID Questions for week 14 and turn them in at the beginning of class on week 15.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Hamburger Hill.
2. The Phoenix Program.
WEEK 15
READING ASSIGNMENTS
		1) Karnow: None.
2) McMahon: Legacies and Memories of a War. pp 510 – 539.
		3) Summers: None.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
NONE
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Operation Lam Son 719.
2. The Easter Offensive.
3. The Cambodian Incursion.
4. The Fall of the South.
5. The Antiwar Movement.
WEEK 16
READING ASSIGNMENTS
NONE
WRITING ASSIGNMENT
NONE
Wrap Up.
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES

1. Academic Misconduct:  Students are expected to follow university policies as put forth in the institution’s Student Code of Responsibilities and Conduct.  In accordance with Title 12 of The Student Code (page 11), instances of alleged academic misconduct will follow the policies and procedures as described in Title 12.  As a general rule, Faculty at Rogers State University have the responsibility of enforcing the academic code.  Therefore, if academic misconduct is suspected, I will submit a letter of alleged academic misconduct to the Office of Student Affairs.
2. Non-academic Misconduct:  In order to maintain an effective learning environment, students are expected to fully comply with The Student Code.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  It is the responsibility of each student to read and become familiar with the policies of The Student Code.
3. ADA Statement:  Rogers State University is committed to providing students with disabilities equal access to educational programs and services.  However, before any educational accommodation can be provided, any student who has a disability that he or she believes will require some form of accommodation must do the following:  1) register for services to determine eligibility for assistance with the Office of Student Affairs located in the Student Union; and 2) inform the professor of each class of such need.  Students needing more information about Student Disability Services should contact:
The Director of Student Development
Office of Student Affairs 
Rogers State University
1701 W. Will Rogers Blvd.
Claremore, OK  74017
(918) 343-7707
4. If you feel that you need to drop the class for some reason, I urge you to talk to me first.  However, if it becomes necessary, you must process the drop yourself, and you must do it before the advertised drop day.












SAMPLE’S RULES
1. Turn off (at least the sound) all cell phones and pagers before coming into the classroom.
2. This classroom is not a cafeteria.  Do not bring any food into class.  If you bring a drink like coffee, water, or soda, be sure to take the container out with you when you leave.  If you spill it, you must clean it up immediately.
3. Smoking is not allowed in the building, and chewing tobacco is not allowed in this classroom.
4. Closing your eyes and putting your head down on the desk is the surest way to get called on.  If you are ill or exhausted, it’s probably best not to come to class.
5. When you turn in your homework assignments, be sure that the following appears in the upper right-hand corner of the paper:  your name, the date, and the number of the assignment.
6. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!  If you cannot be in class, you can make arrangements for someone to turn your paper in for you, you can e-mail it to me, or you can turn it in early.
7. If you are late to class, be sure to check with me after class to make sure that I count you as present.  Otherwise, you will probably be shown as not attending.
8. If you are going to chew gum, do it politely!
9. At the end of the semester I do not post grades, and I cannot give out grade information over the phone or e-mail.  However, I will be in my office for a few days after finals.  Check with me for an acceptable time to come in and find out what your grade was.
10. All outside papers, including weekly homework, must be   
      typed.
12. It may have been acceptable to hold a conversation 
     or exchange notes with a neighbor during class in 
     junior high school.  However, it is NOT acceptable 
     here, and it will not be tolerated.
13. ALL electrical devices will be turned off and kept 
     out of sight during all tests.  If I even see one, it will 
     mean an automatic zero on the test. 








 Your Term Paper
The paper that you are to write should be between 15 and 20 pages in length. Obviously it should cover something that has to do with the content of this course – the lead-up to the Vietnam War, the Vietnam War itself, or the aftermath of the war.  In order to come up with a thesis, ask yourself a question about the topic you want to write about.  Your question will not be the thesis of the paper, but your answer to that question might provide the thesis.  This paper is not to be another identification exercise, so don’t just tell me who someone was or what happened at a particular battle.  For example, you might ask yourself why so many other generals during and after the war despised General Minh.  Your answer might provide some focus for a paper.  For a different paper, you might ask yourself what contributions General Minh made to war.  Remember, however, that the thesis statement in your paper should not be put in the form of a question.  A positive, declarative statement that causes your reader to ask a question is the best form for a thesis.  In writing your paper, you should use at least four outside sources.  At least one of these should be a primary source.  You may not use an encyclopedia or a website as a source.  
            WRITING YOUR TERM PAPER
 Remember – a good paper is 50% research and 50% writing.  So plan your time accordingly.  Keep a research log in which you enter what sources you research, read, and take notes (many people use note cards).  As you conduct your research, take careful notes.  Each time you finish for the day, go back and review your notes and rewrite them to clarify, clarify, clarify.  This is very important and will save you countless hours.
     Once you have a pretty good idea of your topic, develop a preliminary thesis statement – what you want to convey to your audience.  You will undoubtedly have to revise this statement as your ideas come more into focus, so don’t worry about getting it totally right the first time.  Next, develop a conceptual outline of the major points of your argument to date.  Again, this is only a conceptual outline.  You will revise it as you continue your research.
     What is extremely important here is to put your thoughts down on paper.  Don’t worry too much about order or transition – just get your ideas down on paper.  While you’re doing this, constantly review your thesis statement in order to keep your subject in focus.  You may find that your thesis might have to be altered as you develop your outline.  That’s OK.  At the same time, jot down ideas for the title of your paper.  A good title will reflect the thesis of the paper.
     Once you have most of your thoughts on paper (again, don’t make the mistake of believing that you will jot down all your ideas at one session), get a copy of the Declaration of Independence and read it carefully.
     Notice how Jefferson framed that document.  He began by stating his thesis.  He followed that with a brief summary of the major reasons why the Colonies sought independence from England.  Then he presented, in a laundry list, the facts about the English tyrant and his government.  These were the reasons that supported his thesis that the Colonies must be independent of Great Britain.  Jefferson then concluded his paper by restating his thesis.  In doing so, he also provided evidence to show that the Colonies had tried to reason with the English crown, but to no avail.  Therefore, it was necessary to declare independence.
     After you have studied the writing of the Declaration of Independence, think about how you are going to organize your paper into a clear and logical essay.  Take a look at your conceptual outline to see if your ideas are organized in a clear and logical sequence.  Once you are satisfied with your outline, rewrite it on a clean sheet (or sheets) of paper.  Give each idea a number.
     Now get some clean sheets of paper and number each sheet on the upper right-hand corner (one number per sheet of paper).  Next, go back to your conceptual outline, find the first number, and write the corresponding idea (from the outline) on the clean sheet of paper with “Number One.”  Place one idea on each sheet of paper. 
     Once you have all your ideas on separate sheets of paper, develop each idea into a nice paragraph of 35 to 75 words.  List your sources for that paragraph at the bottom of the page.  Do not write on the back side of any sheet of paper.  Again, use one sheet of paper per paragraph.
    As you write your paragraphs, you may find that you have more than one idea in a given  paragraph.  If that happens, take another sheet of paper and mark it with a number and letter that follows the previous sheet.  For example, “Idea 7” (from your conceptual outline) is developed into a paragraph on Sheet 7.  Let’s suppose that in the course of writing this paragraph, you discover another distinct idea.  Get another clean sheet of paper and mark it “7a,” if it follows logically from Sheet 7.  If not, place it in sequence after whatever sheet it belongs.  If you are not sure where it belongs, set it aside for the time being.  You will organize it later.  For a fifteen page paper, you will probably have around 40 separate sheets of paper, each with only one paragraph and its sources.
     After all your paragraphs are written, put them in order and read your paragraphs in order aloud, making any additions and/or corrections to ensure that everything flows smoothly, in a clear and logical sequence.  Once you are satisfied, write them together into a narrative.  When you complete your paper and have proofread at least once, give it to your spouse or a friend to read.  Stay away from it for a few days.  Your spouse or friend will probably find several “holes in the cheese.”  Use their critiques to improve your work.  Remember that it is in the rewriting of a paper that unnecessary ideas and words are eliminated with thorough editing.
     Finally, proofread the rewritten version, looking for any mistakes in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or organization.  A good technique is to read your paper backward.  You will be surprised to see misspelled words jumping out at you.
     Writing is not as difficult as most people believe it to be.  The most important thing is to start putting your thoughts on paper!


THE FORMAT OF THE PAPER
The paper is to be done using the MLA style.  A good source of information on that style is the Guide to College Writing, by Dr. Emily Dial-Driver.  If you have already taken Composition I and II, it was probably one of the required texts and you may have a copy of it.  If not, there are copies available in the library.  Other books on the MLA style are also available in the library.  Be sure to have access to one of these when you are working on your paper.  You will need to use internal citations to document your sources.  I also expect your paper to end with a Works Cited list.  If you have any questions, please come see me.



















Book Reviews
Here are some guidelines for writing book reviews.  I have tried to put the suggestions in order, almost as if this were a process.  Other orders are, of course, possible.
1.  Before you begin, look at journals that carry book reviews about the period and the region you are studying.  Almost all journals in history carry book reviews, some of them long essays.  An hour or two spent in the periodical room of the library reading reviews will help you understand the general form for a review and imitate it in your own review.  You may even find several scholarly reviews of the book you are reviewing yourself and gain more insight on the book and its author.  You may also see issues you might choose to write about in your review.  Remember! Fundamental honesty requires you to say so if you take something from a review that someone else has written.  It can also show that you are willing to consider other opinions or that other reviewers agree with you.
2. After you have chosen a book and I have approved it, READ THE BOOK!!!  That may be the most important advice about writing a book review.  You must understand completely what the book is about.
3. At the top of the page give the bibliographic entry for the book.  In this class, we will use the MLA format.  Be sure to use a style manual like the Guide To College Writing.
4. As in the case of a summary (which you have already done), identify the author, but don’t waste time on needless or extravagant claims about him or her.  By the way, it is a cliché to say that the author is “well-qualified” to write a book.  Instead, show why he or she is qualified.
5. Give the author’s thesis or his motive for writing the book.  You may find that expressed in the preface or introduction, or, sometimes, the last chapter of the book.  Interestingly enough, it is a good idea to read the introduction and the last chapter of a book before you read the complete work.  In that way, you will know where the author is heading as you read the rest of the book.
6. Summarize briefly the evidence the author presents.
7. Avoid lengthy comments about the style of the book.  It’s fine to say that the style is good, bad, interesting, or tedious, but be sure to show why.  However, don’t belabor the point.
8. Do NOT use generalizations such as, “This book is interesting,” or “This book is boring.”  If you do your job in the review, readers can tell whether you find it interesting or boring.
9. Avoid passionate attacks on the book.  Scholarship is not always courteous, but it should be.
10. Don’t feel compelled to say negative things about the book.  If you find inaccuracies, say so, and if you disagree with the writer’s interpretation here and there, say that, too, giving your reasons in a civil tone.  Don’t waste time pointing out typos unless there are a lot of them or they change the meaning of the book.  Be specific then, but don’t take up too much space.
11. Judge the book the author has written.  If the book did not need to be written, if it adds nothing to our knowledge of the field, if it makes conclusions unwarranted by the evidence, say so.  But don’t review the book as if it should be another book.  Always remember that every good book has flaws.  The author may make some minor errors in fact or some questionable judgments.  Even so, the book may be extremely valuable.  Don’t condemn a book outright because you find some mistakes.  Try to judge the book as a whole.
12. Try to bring something from your own experience – your own reading – to the review.  If you have read other books in other classes or at home that are relevant to the subject, say something about those books in your review.  If you know facts the author has overlooked, say so.
13. Quote selectively but fairly from the book you are reviewing.  Quotations give some sense of the tone of the book.  They may express thoughts in a sharp way.  The prose of the author you review may help spice up your own review.
14. However, avoid long chunks of quotation.  You must show your readers that you have absorbed the book you review.  If you give them too many long quotations, they may suppose that you are asking them to the reflection and analysis you should have done yourself. 
15. Your book review does not have to be too long.  The reviews you look at when you first start this process, should give you an idea.  Generally, however, keep your book review to between one and  three pages in length.



Example of a Book Review
Name
Date due
Book Review

Citino, Robert M.  The German Way of War:  From the Thirty Years’ War to the Third Reich.  Lawrence:   
     University Press of Kansas, 2005.
  	In this ambitious new study, Robert Citino argues for the existence of a consistent pattern in German warfare from the seventeenth century emergence of Prussia until the defeat before Moscow in 1941.  The German way of war, according to Citino, was fostered by the development of a widely accepted and deeply embedded military culture that supported and rewarded aggression.
	Robert M. Citino is professor of history at Eastern Michigan University.  His books include Quest for Decisive Victory:  From Stalemate to Blitzkrieg in Europe, 1899 – 1940 and Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm:  The Evolution of Operational Warfare, which was awarded the 2004 Paul Birdsall Prize of the American Historical Association and the Distinguished Book Award of the Society for Military History.  Citino is one of the most insightful historians of operational warfare working today, and his gifts for narrative and puckish myth-busting do not fail him here.  He is unabashedly interested in operations and fairly dismissive of doctrine, politics, or culture.  In one memorable passage, he provides a laundry list of terms associated with the imperial German army (Kesselschlacht, Auftragstaktic) before reminding readers that “they do not necessarily tell us all that much about what actually happened” (143).
	At the core of Citino’s argument is the concept of Bewegungskrieg (“war of movement”).  The German Way of War, he argues, was largely born from necessity.  The need for speedy, fluid conflicts stemmed from Germany’s geographic position, penned in by potentially dangerous neighbors along exposed borders.  His descriptions of representative engagements from the “Great Sleigh Drive” of 1678 – 79 to the invasions of 1939 – 41 are both engagingly written and deft in their analyses.  This tradition came from Frederick the Great, whose prescription for warfare was simple: Kurz und vives (short and lively). The role played by the Prussian army in elevating a small, vulnerable state to the ranks of the European powers is emphasized.  He shows how nineteenth-century victories over Austria and France made the German army the most respected in Europe and reviews the lessons learned from the trenches of World War I.
	While there is much that is useful about this volume, there are also some notable blind spots that make the book particularly frustrating as it moves toward the twentieth century.  By focusing on operations, Citino conveys the image of a German army that was somehow above politics and concerned only with winning wars on the battlefield.  In late nineteenth-century Germany, this is untenable.  The army’s autonomy arguably exerted a disproportionate and ultimately destructive influence on grand strategy.  This ambiguity, captured in the famous lament “Who rules in Berlin, Bethmann or Moltke?” was much an operational problem as a political one.
	Furthermore, anyone seeking to find a pattern that connects the past several centuries of German history has to deal with the evolution of a mentality that began to treat civilians as legitimate military targets.  A range of scholarship, including work by Hannes Heer and Wolfram Wette, has exploded the myth of the apolitical Wehrmacht in the interwar years and World War II.  Isabel Hull’s recent study has situated this “institutional extremism” in Germany’s European and colonial wars of the late nineteenth century.  While no serious historian would claim that only Germany experienced such an escalation of violence toward civilians, we need a fuller explanation and a longer perspective than the one that Citino provides (273, 292).
	Despite what this reviewer sees as significant shortcomings, this is a fascinating and important book that challenges many conventional ideas and suggests others that are worthy of debate and future study.


[This review was adapted from one written by Adam R. Seipp of Texas A&M University for the Journal of Military History.]












ID QUESTIONS
These are the weekly ID questions.  Your answers should be typed and handed in at the times indicated in the syllabus.  As I stated before, your answers should be relatively short – perhaps a short paragraph (although some may only require a single sentence).  If the item is a person, be sure not only to indicate his or her position, but also to indicate why this person is significant. What did he/she do that is significant. The key word is “significant,” as it applies to this class.
WEEK 1
1. Henry Luce
2. General William C. Westmoreland
3. Policy of minimum candor
4. Clark Clifford
5. Bui Diem
6. Domino Theory 
WEEK 2
1. Monsignor Pierre Joseph Georges Pigneau de Béhaine
2. Nguyen Anh
3. Mission Civilisatrice
4. Jules Ferry
5. Nguyen Ai Quoc
6. Trieu Da
7. Trung Trac
8. Trieu Au
9. Tran Hung Dao
10. Le Loi
11. Bao Dai
12. Paul Doumer
13. Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh
WEEK 3
1. The “Containment” theory
2. Atlantic Charter of 1941
3. Major Archimedes L.A. Patti
4. Vo Nguyen Giap
5. Cao Dai
6. Hoa Hao
7. Binh Xuyen
8. September 24, 1945
9. Admiral Georges Thierry d’Argenlieu
10. General Etienne Valluy
WEEK 4
1. The Truman Doctrine
2. Domino Theory
3. Dean Acheson
4. George C. Marshall
5. Dean Rusk
6. General Henri Navarre
7. John Foster Dulles
8. Dienbienphu
9. Vyacheslav Molotov
10. Zhou Enlai


WEEK 5
1. SEATO
2. General J. Lawton “Lightning Joe” Collins
3. Donald Heath
4. Colonel Edward G. Lansdale
5. Major Lucien Conein
6. General Duong Van Minh
7. Vietcong
8. Agrovilles
9. Dan VE
10. Maxwell Taylor
11. George Ball
12. William P. Bundy
13. Strategic Hamlet program
14. LTC John Paul Vann
WEEK 6
1. Henry Cabot Lodge
2. Tri Quang
3. Quang Duc
4. General Tran Van Don
5. The Great Society
6. General Curtis LeMay
7. July 28, 1965
8. General Nguyen Khanh
9. J. Blair Seaborn

WEEK 7
1. Walt Rostow
2. Principle of plausible denial
3. OPLAN 34 - A
4. McGeorge Bundy
5. The Maddox
6. Tonkin Gulf Resolution
7. Air Vice Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky
8. General Nguyen Van Thieu
WEEK 8
1. The Pentagon Papers
2. Truong Uong Cuc
3. George Ball
4. Barrel Roll
5. Credibility gap
6. Rolling Thunder
7. March 8, 1965 – Danang
8. Operation Mayflower
9. July 28, 1965
WEEK 9
1. Pacification
2. “Puff the Magic Dragon”
3. Robert Komer
4. Ta Vinh
5. General Nguyen Chanh Thi
6. Lin Biao
7. “Indoctrination”
WEEK 10
1. Abe Fortas
2. Frank McCulloch
3. Operation Marigold
4. Operation Sunflower
5. The Jason Study
6. Hawks
7. Doves
8. Alain Enthoven
9. Senator Eugene McCarthy
WEEK 11
1. H.R. Haldeman
2. “Madman Theory”
3. Henry Kissinger
4. Menu
5. Vietnamization
6. 2 September 1969
7. William Colby
WEEK 12
NONE

WEEK 13
None
WEEK 14
1. Le Duc Tho
2. “Plumbers”
3. Linebacker Two
4. 27 January 1973
5. Option IV
WEEK 15
None

.

