Dr. Hicks’ Friendly Advice on:

Watching Films
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Instructors bring films to show the class for a reason. Many students are more visually attuned, and therefore learn more effectively when events are put into visual context. Regardless of whether you are a visual (e.g. seeing) or auditory (e.g. hearing) learner, a few basic rules will help you get the most out of classroom visual presentations.

· Rule #1: Do Not Fall Asleep!  Regardless of whether the film interests you, the instructor has a reason for showing it to the class. Pay attention: films can often lend valuable insight into the instructor’s values and priorities.
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· Rule #2: Take Notes. Try to create a brief outline of the events taking place on the screen. Instructors often draw questions on quizzes and examinations from films.
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· Rule #3: Do Not Transcribe! The trick to note taking on films is to capture the central points without writing everything down. If you try to write down every word, you will inevitably lose track of what is happening: events happen on film faster than you can write them down.
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· Rule #4: Jot Down Questions. If something happens that you do not understand, or if the narrator makes a claim with which you disagree, write it down so that you will remember to ask about it when the film is over. Remember, instructors make you watch films in the hopes that it will stimulate a greater appreciation for the material they are attempting to teach. Asking questions reinforces the instructor’s perception that you care, which is a good thing for the instructor to think about you!
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