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Chapter 4 (56-82)

Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. Explain how modernization encourage equality, individualism and democracy.

2. Point to the role which Protestant Christianity may have played in the movement toward equality, individualism and democracy.

3. Describe Max Weber’s way of differentiating social classes.

4. Explain why modern nation-states encourage both common identity and cultural diversity.
5. Briefly describe and evaluate Robert Merton’s typology of individual adaptation.

6. Summarize possible sociological explanations for rising divorce rates.
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Discussion questions
1. Bruce says people often confuse an individual’s chances of upward mobility with “the opportunity for social advancement” (64).  What does he mean?  Do you agree- why or why not?

2. According to Bruce, “increasing freedom and liberty did not come about because any particular group or person thought liberty was a good idea” (69).  How, then, does he explain the increase in freedom?  Do you agree- why or why not?

