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Chapter 2 (18-45)

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. Discuss each of the foundational sociological ideas that “reality is socially constructed, our behaviour has hidden social causes, and much of social life is profoundly ironic” (18).  In discussing these ideas, you should be able to define them, provide examples, and evaluate them (how much sense do they make?) 
2. Summarize and evaluate the author’s argument against biological determinism in human life, including a treatment of the idea of “world-openness.”.

3.  Summarize and evaluate the author’s proposals for sociological as opposed to simply biological explanations of human behavior.

4.   Explain how reciprocal roles rather than biological determinants organize human societies.
5.  Explain the concept of reification and provide examples.
6.  Explain and discuss the concept of labeling. 

Key Terms
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Discussion questions

1. Bruce says. ”Most disciplines can be described either by the focus of their attention or by their basic assumptions” (18).  Summarize his characterization of sociology, and then discuss the focus and basic assumptions of anthropology as presented in John Monaghan, and Peter Just.  Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction.  
2.  Bruce says, “humans derive very little direction from their biology, which creates difficulties: for the individual in terms of self-management and for the group in terms of coordination” (19).  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain your view.
3.  Bruce writes, ).  “No matter how much we achieve or acquire, we can always want to have or have been more” (21).  He does not treat this insatiabilty as a personality defect or a moral flaw (like greed).  How does Bruce regard it, and do you agree with him?  Why or why not?

4. Bruce refers to “regulation.  A moral force, a shared culture that specifies what we can desire and how we can attain these goals, takes the place of the biological straitjacket” (21).  How do you see such regulation affecting your own  desires and ways of pursuing them, and the desires and actions of other people?

5. Bruce writes, “We are socialized in the culture so that important elements of it become embedded in our personalities:”  (22) Discuss, using specific examples that support or undermine this assertion.

6. Discuss Bruce’s statement, “The ant is satisfied or it is dead.  It makes no sense to talk of an unhappy or alienated or frustrated ant.”  (20)

7.  According to Bruce, “Human biology does nothing to structure human society.”  (22). Assess this claim with respect to his remarks and also to the treatment of marriage in John Monaghan, and Peter Just.  Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction.  
8.  Bruce writes, “the realm that interests sociologists is neither ‘all in the mind’ nor entirely external to our consciousness: it is inter-subjective.”  (26)  What does he mean?

