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Chapter 1  (1-17)

Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1.  Identify what the author thinks are the key characteristics of a good scientific theory.
2. Explain why it may be more important to find evidence against an idea than evidence for it.

3. Discuss the question of whether sociology can be scientific.

4.  Explain why social scientists often cannot do experiments, and discuss alternatives to the use of experiments. 

5. Discuss the difficulties in explaining why people do the things they do.

Key Terms
Science
Experiment

Explanation
Discussion questions
1. Steve Bruce says that is especially important to look for “reasons not to believe [an idea of explanation], to seek evidence that does not fit” (3).  Why does he say this?  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain your position.
2.  According to Bruce, “modern science has been so successful in allowing us to understand and manipulate the natural world . . . that it offers an obvious place to start when we consider how we might study the social world” (5).  Do you agree?  Why or why not?
3.  Bruce says explanation in the social sciences is not the same as explanation in chemistry or physics.  Why does he say that?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

