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Chapter 2 (14-27)
“What gets into our minds? Perception”
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:
1. Explain what the authors mean when they write, “what we are ultimately aware of is a combination of sensory stimulation and interpretation.” 15
2. Briefly describe signal detection theory.
3. Identify key principles of perceptual organization (figure-ground perception; similiarity; proximity; closure).
4. Identify factors that interfere with attention. 
5. Describe Ulric Neisser’s perceptual cycle
6. Compare bottom-up and top-down processing.
Key Terms. 
Please note that the book has a glossary of key terms, beginning on page 135. Many, though not all, key terms listed will be in the glossary. You should consult the glossary as well as the chapter in order to familiarize yourself with these terms. 

Perception

Attention 

Signal detection theory

Sensory deprivation
Subliminal perception

Bottom-up processing

Top-down processing

Important Figures in Psychology

Discussion questions
1. What do the authors mean when they write, : “perception is not just a matter of passively picking up information from the senses, but the product of an active construction process”?  14

2. What are some of the practical implications of the information in this chapter?
