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Chapter 8  (61-70)  “The Experience of Politics: How to be an Activist”
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. Discuss the role of representation in the work of a politician.
2. Explain how the responsibilities of office constrain the actions of politicians. 

3. Discuss the distinction between the reasons why a politician supports a policy may differ from the reasons the same politician uses to defend it in public. 

4. Summarize Minogue’s discussion  of the practicality of a particular act and the consequences of pursuing a particular type of policy. 

Key Terms
Tradition 
Spokesmanship
Office

Discussion questions
1. What does Kenneth Minogue mean when he says “politics is talk” (page 64), and what are some of the implications for the work of politicians?
2. Discuss Minogue’s comparison of skilful politicians with magicians (see page 65).

3. Discuss Minogue’s dual contention (1)  that a politician must be “capable of keeping his deepest convictions to himself” and (2) that doing so does not mean “a politician is simply a hypocrite.” (69)

4. Minogue writes, “in certain respects politicians as a class constitute an oligarchy whose tendency is at odds with that of the population it rules.” (68-69)  Discuss this claim with respect to the dynamics of the upcoming 2008 presidential election in the U.S. 
