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Chapter 7  (52-60)  “Relations Between States: How to Balance Power”
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. Summarize Thomas Hobbes’s concept of a “state of nature” and show how it may account for international conflict.
2. Explain why Kenneth Minogue rejects the idea that “no state is really secure until all of its competitors have been reduced to impotence or clienthood” (55).

3. Compare realist and idealist perspectives on international relations. 
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Discussion questions
1. Which is harder to explain, the frequency of armed conflict between nations, or the ability of nations to avoid it?

2. The author quotes a remark of Talleyrand, “it was worse than a crime, it was a blunder” (58).  What is it about international relations that could make a “blunder” worse than a “crime”?

