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Preface

Chapter 1  (1-9) “Why Despots Don’t Belong in Politics”
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1.  Distinguish between despotism and politics (see also chapter 2, pages 10-11). 
2. Identify what, in the author’s view, is the basic premise of 20th century totalitarianism.

3. Discuss the author’s use of I Samuel 8 in his discussion of despotism. 

4. Identify the three occasions on which Europeans have managed to create “a civil or political order.”
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Discussion questions
1.  Is despotism good for your spiritual life?  If it is, should we try to promote it?
2. Comment on the author’s statement in the preface: “Politics is the activity by which the framework of human life is sustained; it is not life itself.” 

3. Some say “the personal is the political.”  What are the implications of this claim?

4. The author says, “Whoever seeks a kind of immortality in history goes into politics” (7).  What do you think about that?  
