Historical Research
Dr. David A. Tait
November 12, 2008


I. What is History?
a. “change over time”
b. Not just facts – some facts are disputed, some are not, but who cares?
II. Historical awareness versus social memory[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Tosh.  The Pursuit of History: Aims, Methods and New Directions in the Study of Modern History, 3rd edition. New York: Longman, 2000.] 

a. “getting the story right”
b. difference, context and process
III. Studying the past
a. primary sources
i. locating sources
ii. critical examination of sources (Handout: “Lost in capitals”)
b. secondary sources
IV. Historical Writing
a. description
b. narrative
c. analysis
V. Different kinds of history (not comprehensive)
a. political 
b. economic
c. social
d. cultural
e. military
f. religious
g. synthesis
VI. Can the past change?
a. new sources
b. new methods, questions (handout:  “Beyond the facts”)
c. new conceptualizations  (handout: “Buy, buy, buy”
VII. Theory and Perspective
VIII. Taking the past on its own terms
a. Suspending or postponing judgment
b. moral evaluation 
IX. Witches and History: an example

