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Chapter 2  (15-34)

Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1.  Briefly state how Herodotus both resembles and differs from present-day historians.
2.  Briefly discuss the differences between cyclical and linear views of history.
3. Describe how Eusebius approached the writing of history.

4.  Briefly indicate how William of Malmesbury modified the way in which history was studied.

5.  State how Renaissance thinkers reconceived the periodization of history. 

6.  Identify Jean Bodin’s approach to history. 

Key Terms
Thucydides
Herodotus 

Eusebius (and his Ecclesiastical History)
Polemic

Rhetoric (as understood by Sallust and Cicero)
William of Malmesbury

Jean Bodin

Discussion questions
1. Why has Herodotus been called both “Father of history” and “Father of lies”?  Does one label seem more accurate than the other?  Why?

2. Arnold writes, “This chapter should not be read as a story of ‘progress’’(33).  What, then, was he trying to do, and did he accomplish it?

3. What focus did all the thinkers in the chapter have in common (see page 33)?   Should history confine itself to these matters?  If not, what else should historians investigate?
