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Preface and Chapter 1  (1-14)

Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. Describe the plan of the book (see Preface)
2. Define and distinguish between the following terms, as used by Arnold:

a. History

b. Historiography

c. Past

3. Briefly explain why historians cannot tell all stories from the past.

4. Explain what Arnold means when he writes, “historians always get things ‘wrong’” (12).

5. Discuss the meaning of both words in the term “true story,” as used by Arnold.

Key Terms
History

Historiography

Literacy (as understood in 14th century Europe)

True Story (as used by Arnold)

Discussion questions
1. Arnold writes, “Historians cannot tell every story from the past” (8).  In your view, what stories should historians seek to tell?  Why?

2. Discuss Arnold’s use of the phrase “the art of good guessing” (12).  What does he mean?  Is “good guessing” a legitimate activity in a quest for knowledge – and why or why not?

3. Arnold writes, “For every historian, what is at stake is what actually happened – and what it might mean” (13).  What is the difference between the two?
