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Dr. Tait

In-Class Test
The in-class part of the test will be given in class on Monday November 3.   Please plan to be there, as make-up exams are normally not available in this class.

General  Information
The in-class test covers the material for Weeks 8-11.  You should bring with you a #2 pencil for marking a Scantron.  You may also want to bring a pen; blue or black ink only, please.  You may bring one 8.5X11 sheet of notes.  The professor will provide anything else that may be needed, including a Scantron.

The test may include some, or all, of the following kinds of questions:

1. Multiple-choice: choose the best available answer

2. True/False: choose between two alternatives

3. Fill-in-the blanks: insert the appropriate word or information in a sentence.

4. Matching: match up items from two columns of names, terms, etc.

5. Identification: write a short answer (one to three paragraphs) in which you provide the key information about a name, term, etc., along with relevant examples, and indicate why the item is important.

6. Artifact interpretation: provide a brief written response to a question about a picture, chart, table, graph, or document.

7. Short writing assignment: provide a brief answer to a question similar to the discussion questions posted in the reading guidelines.

The exam concentrates on portions of the reading (and related class presentations and discussions). The material for Political Science and History below is excerpted from the reading guidelines on the course website. The material could appear on the test in a variety of forms, for example identifications, multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blanks or matching questions.

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Minogue, Kenneth.  Politics: A Very Short Introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995.

Chapter 1

Objectives

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Distinguish between despotism and politics (see also chapter 2, pages 10-11). 
· Discuss the author’s use of I Samuel 8 in his discussion of despotism. 

· Identify what, in the author’s view, is the basic premise of 20th century totalitarianism. 

· Identify the three occasions on which Europeans have managed to create “a civil or political order.”

Key Terms

Despotism

Politics

Totalitarianism

Discussion questions

· Is despotism good for your spiritual life?  If it is, should we try to promote it?

· Some say “the personal is the political.”  What are the implications of this claim?
Chapter 2

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Describe the ancient Greek concept of the citizen.

· Identify key conditions of freedom that could be found among the Greeks.

· Briefly describe essent1al features of Greek politics found in Solon’s reforms. 

· Briefly define the term constitution. 

· Indicate how Greek thinkers sought to prevent destructive cycles in politics. 

Key Terms

Citizen

Oikos

Constitution

Discussion questions

·  Thomas Jefferson wrote, “All men are created equal.”  What would ancient Greek thinkers say about that?

· How does the Greek oikos differ from the organization of life in the contemporary U.S.?

Chapter 7

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Summarize Thomas Hobbes’s concept of a “state of nature” and show how it may account for international conflict.

· Explain why Kenneth Minogue rejects the idea that “no state is really secure until all of its competitors have been reduced to impotence or clienthood” (55).

· Compare realist and idealist perspectives on international relations. 

Key Terms

State of nature (Hobbes)

National interest

Reason of state

Realists

Idealists

Discussion questions

· Which is harder to explain, the frequency of armed conflict between nations, or the ability of nations to avoid it?

· The author quotes a remark of Talleyrand, “it was worse than a crime, it was a blunder” (58).  What is it about international relations that could make a “blunder” worse than a “crime”?

Chapter 8

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Discuss the role of representation in the work of a politician.

· Explain how the responsibilities of office constrain the actions of politicians. 

· Discuss the distinction between the reasons why a politician supports a policy may differ from the reasons the same politician uses to defend it in public. 

Key Terms

Tradition 

Spokesmanship

Office

Discussion questions

· What does Kenneth Minogue mean when he says “politics is talk” (page 64), and what are some of the implications for the work of politicians?

· Discuss Minogue’s comparison of skilful politicians with magicians (see page 65).

· Discuss Minogue’s dual contention (1)  that a politician must be “capable of keeping his deepest convictions to himself” and (2) that doing so does not mean “a politician is simply a hypocrite.” (69)

· Minogue writes, “in certain respects politicians as a class constitute an oligarchy whose tendency is at odds with that of the population it rules.” (68-69)  Discuss this claim with respect to the dynamics of the upcoming 2008 presidential election in the U.S. 

HISTORY
Arnold, John H.  History: A Very Short Introduction.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2000..

Chapter 1

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Define and distinguish between the following terms, as used by Arnold:

· History

· Historiography

· Past

· Briefly explain why historians cannot tell all stories from the past.

· Explain what Arnold means when he writes, “historians always get things ‘wrong’” (12).

· Discuss the meaning of both words in the term “true story,” as used by Arnold.

Key Terms

History

Historiography

Literacy (as understood in 14th century Europe)

True Story (as used by Arnold)

Discussion questions

· Arnold writes, “Historians cannot tell every story from the past” (8).  In your view, what stories should historians seek to tell?  Why?

· Discuss Arnold’s use of the phrase “the art of good guessing” (12).  What does he mean?  Is “good guessing” a legitimate activity in a quest for knowledge – and why or why not?

· Arnold writes, “For every historian, what is at stake is what actually happened – and what it might mean” (13).  What is the difference between the two?

Chapter 2

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Briefly state how Herodotus both resembles and differs from present-day historians.

· Briefly discuss the differences between cyclical and linear views of history.

· State how Renaissance thinkers reconceived the periodization of history. 

· Identify Jean Bodin’s approach to history. 

Key Terms

Thucydides

Herodotus 

Eusebius (and his Ecclesiastical History)

Polemic

Rhetoric (as understood by Sallust and Cicero)

Jean Bodin

Discussion questions

· Why has Herodotus been called both “Father of history” and “Father of lies”?  Does one label seem more accurate than the other?  Why?

· What focus did all the thinkers in the chapter have in common (see page 33)?   Should history confine itself to these matters?  If not, what else should historians investigate?

Chapter 3

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Identify Leopold von Ranke and discuss his contributions to historiography. 

· Describe the differences between “antiquarians” and “historians.”

· Briefly describe the contribution antiquarians made to historical work.

· Describe how Enlightenment-era scholars expanded the scope of historical investigation. 

· Explain how Edward Gibbon breaks news ground in his effort to account for the fall of Rome.

Key Terms

Leopold von Ranke

“only to say, how It really was”

Antiquarians

The following theories of causation


Chance


Great Men


Providence

Edward Gibbon

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire  

Discussion questions

· How has the development of history as a profession affected the work of historians?

· What did von Ranke have in common with Thucydides? 

Chapter 4

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Define primary and secondary evidence (or sources).

· Explain the role of archives in historical research. 

· Discuss the significance of “bias” in sources historians use.

Key Terms

Primary evidence (source)

Secondary evidence (source)

Source

Archives

Bias (in historical sources)

Chapter 6 

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Describe the principal aims of the Annales school.

· Describe and discuss the concept of mentalité.

· Explain what is meant by “reading against the grain” when examining historical sources.

Key Terms

Mentalité

Annales school

Longue durée

“Reading against the grain”

Discussion questions

· Arnold writes, “There is . . .one core difference that divides all historians into two groups: those who believe that people in the past were essentially the same as us; and those who believe that they were essentially different.” 96  Does he provide evidence that people in the past were fundamentally different from people today?

Chapter 7 

Objectives 

When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

· Describe and discuss Arnold’s criticisms of the concept of mentalité.

· Summarize Arnold’s objections to s sharp dichotomy between “History as Art” and “History as Science.”

· Discuss the potential dangers (according to Arnold) of trying to decide in favor of one account against another one (see pages 118-119). 

Discussion questions

· How might one decide which of the versions of Sojourner Truth’s speech is more likely to be “authentic”?

Article: Anti-War Movement

Fendrich, James Max. "The Forgotten Movement: The Vietnam Antiwar Movement."  Sociological Inquiry, Aug2003, Vol. 73 Issue 3, p338-358

Tilly, Charles Social Movements, 1768-2004. Paradigm Publishers, 2004. 

You should be able to discuss the purpose of the article and its major findings.

You should be able to write identifications on these terms (based on article, unless otherwise indicated)

Social Movements (TIlly)

Protest

CBSM

Five types of political responsiveness

Article: Blatant Benevolence

You should be able to discuss the purpose of the article, its research design,  and its major findings.

You should be able to write identifications on these terms (based on article, unless otherwise indicated)

Costly signaling theory

Blatant benevolence

Altruism

Conspicuous consumption

Mating goals

Self-presentation

Political Geography PowerPoint

Possible short writing assignments, identifications, or multiple-choice questions.

1.  Briefly describe Max Weber’s view of the “state,” and say to what extent Oklahoma or the Cherokee Nation count as “states” in Weber’s sense.”

2. Define “centripetal” and “centrifugal” forces and give an example of each.

3.  Analyze the article "War of Words in Divided Belgium"  (BBC News) in terms of the distinction between centripetal and centrifugal forces.
Additional Reading

Possible short writing assignments, identifications, or multiple-choice questions.

1.  How do Andrew Louth (see “Lost in capitals”) and Philip Jenkins (“Long-lost Christians”) challenge common understandings of Christian history?  

2. Briefly describe some of the key issues pertaining to primary sources and their interpretation that are mentioned in “Lost in capitals.”
3. Briefly describe the three “dialogues” in which, according to Ian Mortimer (”Beyond the facts”) historians participate.

4. Would history be better off if all the history professors were fired?  Consider what Ian Mortimer (”Beyond the facts”) and Arnold (History, 56-57) say about professionalism, academic careers, and so on. 
