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Fall 2008
EXAM  2 TAKE-HOME ESSAY TOPIC

(50 points out of 100 for exam)
General Instructions

The second exam includes a take-home essay.  This time you have a choice between two possible topics.  Your essay will be due at 8:00 AM on Monday November 3.  Late essays won’t be accepted for credit.
Your paper should be in the range of 3 to 6 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font.  The essay must be submitted as a Word (.doc or docx) or text document (.rtf or .txt) and sent as an e-mail attachment.  The subject line of the e-mail must read Perspectives Essay, followed by your full name (e.g., Perspectives Essay, Justin Timberlake).  The essay must also include a title page with your full name and e-mail address.  Please see additional information below. 
Academic Integrity

The paper must satisfy the University’s requirements of academic integrity.  It must be your own work.  You must acknowledge any sources you use and any assistance you may get from others.  No credit is given for work that violates Academic Integrity requirements, 

Citing Sources

If you are referring to course materials, i.e. assigned reading and class presentations or discussions, you may use a simple system, such as a parenthesis (History, 72) or (Class notes). You may also use systems such as APA, MLA or Chicago/Turabian.  If you use additional sources, you must provide a references page that identifies all of them.  The format is up to you.  The key is that anyone reading the paper should be able easily to find and consult the same material you have used.

Quality of Writing

Essays must meet the standards expected in upper-division college writing.  Pay close attention to such matters as organization, grammar, punctuation, and word selection.  

Option A. Decisions in Time of War

Evaluate the book Ten Decisions That Changed the World, 1940-1941, by Ian Kernshaw, in terms of the discussion of history and historiography in John H. Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction. 

You are not expected to read this 656 page book!  Instead, examine the Table of Contents provided by the publisher
 and the book review by István Deák.
  

You should consider matters such as these:

· What kind of history is this (political, social, etc.)?  

· How does the author seek to explain large-scale and complex events?  

· Are there other ways in which the story could have been told and interpreted? If so, would they do a better or worse job – and why?

· Is the paper professionally presented in upper-division, college-level Standard English.
Evaluation of the essay

When I read your paper I will ask myself:

· Does it show a command of key ideas from Arnold’s book? (Please see below for suggestions on how to focus your attention on certain portions of Arnold’s book.)

· Does it show a capacity to apply Arnold’s ideas to an evaluation of the work of an historian?

· Did you make a compelling case for your view by means of rational argument, effective documentation, etc.?

· Was your paper professionally presented in clear, accurate, Standard English?  (Matters such as organization, word selection, and grammar are important.)

Focusing Your Effort

Certain portions of Arnold’s book are particularly relevant.  You should consider some or all of the following:

Chapter 1


Objectives 2-5 and Discussion Question 3


Key Terms: History; Historiography; True Story (as used by Arnold)

Chapter 2


Objectives 1 and 2 and Discussion Question 3


Key Terms: Thucydides

Chapter 3


Objectives 4 and 5 and Discussion Question 2


Key Terms: Leopold von Ranke; “only to say, how It really was;” and the 

    following theories of causation: Chance, Great Men, and Providence

Chapter 5


Objectives 1, 2, 4, and 6 and Discussion Questions 1 and 2


Key Terms: Grand Narrative, Causes/origins, Effects, 

    Unintended consequences

Chapter 7


Objectives 2 and 3

Option B.  Senator Obama’s Speech

Evaluate Senator Barack Obama’s speech “A More Perfect Union” (March 18, 2008) with the help of the course materials (required reading and class presentations/discussions). What was Obama trying to do, and how effectively did he do it?  
Focus first on the Obama speech itself, and only secondarily on responses to it or on the preaching of the Rev. Jeremiah Wright.  For the purposes of this assignment, our main concern is to analyze what Obama said in light of our course materials. 

You should consider a number of topics discussed in Kenneth Minogue’s Politics: A Very Short Introduction, such as: 
· justice (chapter 10)

·  knowledge, language, and spokesmanship/representation (chapter 8) and 
· equality and citizenship (chapter 2).  
· You could also “contextualize” the remarks of Rev. Jeremiah Wright that provided the occasion for the speech, but concentrate on Obama’s speech.

When I read your paper I will ask:

· Does it show a command of key ideas from Minogue’s book, as well as considerable familiarity with Senator Obama’s speech (and perhaps of other relevant course materials)? 

· Does it show a capacity to apply Minogue’s ideas to an evaluation of a major political address?

· Did you make a compelling case for your view by means of rational argument, effective documentation, etc.?

· Was your paper professionally presented in clear, accurate, Standard English?  (Matters such as organization, word selection, and grammar are important.)

Option C.  Just the facts? 
Is the basic job of the historian to give us the facts? Discuss the work of historians in light of Arnold’s History: A Very Short Introduction and Ian Mortimer’s article, “Beyond the facts.” 

You should consider matters such as these:

· What does Arnold mean by saying that historians seek to tell “true stories”?  Do you agree with him – why or why not?

· What does Ian Mortimer say about the three “dialogues” in which historians participate and about “true originality” in history?  If he is right, are facts the only interesting and important things in history?

· Historians have challenged the ways in which we understand such topics as the history of Christianity (“Lost in capitals” and “Long-lost Christians”) and the emergence of consumer spending and its relationship to the Industrial Revolution (“Buy, buy, buy”).  Is the significance of these works due  only to the publication of new facts, or do they also introduce new questions, new kinds of sources, new concepts, and so on? You could also consider the book Ten Decisions That Changed the World, 1940-1941, by Ian Kernshaw.
Evaluation of the essay

When I read your paper I will ask myself:

· Does it show a command of key ideas from Arnold’s book and Mortimer’s article? (Please see below for suggestions on how to focus your attention on certain portions of Arnold’s book.)

· Does it show a capacity to apply some of Mortimer’s Arnold’s ideas to recent work of some historians?

· Did you make a compelling case for your view by means of rational argument, effective documentation, etc.?

· Was your paper professionally presented in clear, accurate, Standard English?  (Matters such as organization, word selection, and grammar are important.)

Focusing Your Effort

Certain portions of Arnold’s book are particularly relevant.  You should consider some or all of the following:

Chapter 1


Objectives 2-5 and Discussion Questions 1-3


Key Terms: History; Historiography; True Story (as used by Arnold)

Chapter 3

The  following theories of causation: Chance, Great Men, and Providence
Chapter 4


Objectives 1-4


All key terms


Discussion questions 1 and 2
Chapter 5


Objectives 1 and 2  and Discussion Questions 1 and 2


Key Terms: Grand Narrative, Causes/origins, Effects, 

    Unintended consequences
Chapter 6


Objective 3


Key term: “reading against the grain”
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� István Deák, “The Deciders,” in The New Republic, October 22, 2007, pages 45-49.





