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See also the publisher’s companion website for the book:
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It may help you to review and understand key terms.

Key Terms
You should be able to define key terms in your own words and give examples.  One way to test how well you understand a term is to try to give the opposite term.  Light and dark are opposites.  “Smart” and “ignorant,” for example may not true opposites.  Smart and stupid, well-informed and ignorant might be better.

· All key terms listed in the margins of the chapter

· All terms included in “The Vocabulary of Social Science” (page 20)

· All methods included in “Gathering Data in the Social Sciences” (Table 2.2, page 29)

· The following additional terms

Hawthorne Effect

Anecdotal evidence (this is a term used to describe “substituting individual cases for statements of probability,” page 25)

Things to think about
· The authors provide a definition of “empirical” on page 21.  If someone said, “God sent Hurricane Katrina to punish America,” could this be an empirical claim of a kind that social scientists could investigate?
· Why do social scientists develop theories instead of sticking to facts?
· The authors write, “underlying much theory in the social sciences are assumptions about human nature” (page 22).  What do you suppose they mean by that?  Do you think Bertrand Russell was making assumptions in the excerpt quoted in chapter 1?
· Consider how you would answer each of the questions for discussion on page 39.

· Can you do the things the authors say you should be able to do (page 39)?

