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Chapter 4 (75-88)
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:
1. Describe a number of different forms of marriage reported by anthropologists.
2.  Discuss the authors’ alternative to the search for a single definition covering all forms of marriage.

Key Terms
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Polygyny
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Patrilineal 
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Discussion questions 
1.  At the beginning of the chapter the authors write, “Throughout the history of our species, perhaps even before we became fully human, our capacity for investing meaning in the world around us has been accompanied by a capacity for forming lasting bonds” (75).  Discuss possible implications of this statement.  Consider, for example, what might be meant by “the history of our species,” and “fully human.”

2.  The authors briefly discuss “same-sex marriages” (80-81).  How do they differ from the kinds of relationships supported by some contemporary Americans?

3. The authors write, “A single society may easily accommodate a variety of family types”  (83).  Is it necessarily “easy”?  Might it make sense for a society to privilege some kinds of family arrangements and discourage others?
