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Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:
1. distinguish between a focus on culture and a focus on society (54)

2. briefly describe the objectives of structural-functionalists, give examples of their work, and identify criticisms of their basis approach.

3. identify, discuss an critique various ways of distinguishing between traditional and modern societies. 

4. distinguish between the research interests of sociologists and anthropologists.

Key Terms
Structural-functionalist
Division of labor
Social structure

Joking relationship

Avoidance relationship

Structural situation

Function

· Manifest

· Latent

Institutions
Traditional society

Modern Society

Rationalization
Discussion questions 
1.  The authors briefly describe a “joking relationship” between sister-in-law and brother-in-law in Crow Indian society.  How would apparently similar behavior be treated in other social settings, and what would account for the differences?

2.  Can you give examples of other kinds of joking relationships and avoidance relationships, and identify the “structural situations” in which they occur?

3.  Provide additional examples of manifest and latent functions performed by various institutions (such as churches; the military; etc.).
4.  Give examples of seemingly irrational behavior by bureaucratic institutions?
5.  According to the authors, anthropologists are often uncomfortable with distinctions between “traditional” and “modern” societies.  Should we continue to make such distinctions?  Why or why not?
