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Chapter 2 (34-52)

Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:
1. Discuss the concept of “culture,” giving examples of how the term is understood by at least three anthropologists.

2.  Discuss the debate as to whether culture is “an integrated and integrating whole” (44) or rather “the product of a complex but essentially random history” (46). 

3. Discuss the debate over whether one can clearly “determine precisely where one culture ends and another begins” (47). 

4. Define and discuss the implications of the concept of “cultural relativism.”

Key Terms

Culture
Etiquette

Bricolage

Cultural relativism
Discussion questions

1.  The authors suggest that what most distinguishes human beings from other species “is our capacity to conceptualize the world and to communicate these conceptions symbolically” (34).  Do you agree?  Why/why not?  
2.  What did Claude Levi-Strauss mean when he said, “Culture is neither natural nor artificial”? (41)

3.  The authors contend that the difference between “food” and “not-food” is to some degree a cultural matter.  What evidence do they offer for saying this?  Can you think of other evidence that might support their assertion?

4.  The authors wonder “it it is logically possible to simultaneously subscribe to both the notion of universal human rights and a belief in the relativity of cultures” (52).   What do you think about that, and why do you think that way?

5.  Based on what you have learned in this chapter, does it make sense to speak of an “American culture”?
