Monaghan, John, and Peter Just.  Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Introduction and chapter 1
Objectives 
When you have completed your reading, you should be able to:

1. sketch the origins and development of anthropology as a discipline

2.  State what distinguishes anthropology from other disciplines

3. Define and discuss ethnography, attending to

· its key method(s)

· motivations for anthropological research

· advantages of ethnography

· disadvantages of ethnography

· strategies & practices of fieldwork

· critiques of fieldwork

· ethical issues

· examples of ethnographic studies

Key Terms

ethnography

participant observation

ethnographic present

Discussion questions
1. Would you like to do an ethnographic study?  Why/why not?

2. If you could do an ethnographic study, what would you examine?

3. Is participant observation a good way to study human life? Why/why not?

4.  Was justice done in the incident described on pages 15-16?  Why/why not?
5. How might people you know have handled the kind of issues involved in the case?

6.. What do the authors mean when they say, “Anthropologists are always anthropologists of something and somewhere” (21)?
7. The authors say, “truly comprehensive description of any society’s culture is far beyond the capacity of even a hundred researchers” (21).  What is anthropology good for, then?

8.  Sometimes two anthropologists study one community but draw very different conclusions (27).Why might this happen?  What should we as readers do to try to understand that community?
9.  Pick one of the ethical issues discussed in the chapter and say how you think people should handle it.
