Rogers State University
Faculty Senate Minutes

January 14, 2011
The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting January 14, 2011, in the Executive Boardroom of the Centennial Center at 1:15 p.m.
MEMBERS present were

Mary Mackie (Chair)

Mary Rose Hart (Vice-Chair)

Terry Sutton (Parliamentarian)


Sally Emmons (Secretary)

Kevin Woller (Treasurer)

Don Glass

Rich Ronan
Mike McKeon
Cathy Kennemer


David Blakely

Carla Lynch

Frank Grabowski
Laura Bottoms for Jan Ferris

Paul Hatley 

D. Djayanbaev

MEMBERS absent were

Johnny Kirk

OLD BUSINESS
Tuition Reimbursement Memo: The administration is requesting more information regarding the Tuition Reimbursement request made by the Faculty Senate. Specifically, the administration would like to know how many people on campus might take advantage of this program if it is made available; also, does the request include faculty spouses or will it apply to faculty dependents only? The staff currently receives 7 credit hours of tuition reimbursement each semester. 

After discussion, the Faculty Senate decided to survey the faculty regarding how many people would utilize this program if it becomes available. The Faculty Senate also agreed that it will request that RSU faculty, spouses and dependents receive the 7 credit hours of tuition reimbursement each semester that the staff currently receives. No motion was made.
Due Dates for Grades: The administration approved the Faculty Senate’s request for extending the due dates for final course grades in fall 2010. However, department heads and deans did not uniformly inform their faculty of this change. The Faculty Senate would like for the Chair of the Faculty Senate to request that this grade extension become university policy for all upcoming spring and fall semesters.

Martin Luther King Day: Some faculty have expressed an interest in requesting that this day be a university holiday as it is at other Oklahoma colleges. No action will be taken on this matter now.   
NEW BUSINESS

Physical Plant Work Outside Classroom Buildings: Coursework and lectures continue to be detrimentally impacted due to exterior work being performed outside of certain buildings on campus by the Physical Plant. These buildings include STL, BH, PH and LH. The Faculty Senate would like the Chair to discuss the matter with Dr. Beck to see if outdoor/grounds maintenance can be scheduled early in the morning around the affected buildings. 

RSU Emergency Preparedness: There are two emergency plans available online—the EOP Plan prepared by the RSU Police Department and the Campus Emergency Plan. However, the instructions on the plans have problems as written because they have not been practiced and/or experimented with to see how they would actually work in the event of an actual emergency. This is of great concern to the university community.

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved requesting that the administration revisit the campus emergency preparedness plans with faculty involvement so that a proper emergency plan can be put into place.    
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be February 4, 2011, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Centennial Center
SUBMITTED BY Sally Emmons, Secretary

APPROVED March 4, 2011
ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES
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MEMO

TO:


Dr. Larry Rice



President, Rogers State University

FROM:

Mary Mackie, Chair
DATE:

January 14, 2011
SUBJECT:

RSU Emergency Preparedness 
Following discussion in today’s Faculty Senate meeting, the Faculty Senate unanimously requests that the administration revisit the two emergency plans available online—the EOP Plan prepared by the RSU Police Department and the Campus Emergency Plan. As written, the current plans are incomplete, muddled and impracticable. There is great concern among the university community that if an actual emergency occurs that faculty and staff will not know what to do.  The Faculty Senate would like for there to be faculty involvement when these plans are reviewed/revised.  
