Rogers State University
Faculty Senate Minutes

January 15, 2010
The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting January 15, 2010, in the Board Room of the Centennial Center.
MEMBERS present were

Paul Hatley (Chair)



Sally Emmons (Secretary)

Mary Mackie (Treasurer)

Terry Sutton

Don Glass

Frank Grabowski
William Hart
MaryRose Hart

Susan Chinburg
Kevin Woller

Rich Ronan

Phil Sample
Jan Ferris

Juliet Evusa for David Blakely

MEMBERS absent were

Mike McKeon
Min Soe

VISITORS: 
Linda Andrews, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research, Planning and Assessment
B.J. Armstrong (cancelled visit)

VISITOR’S BUSINESS
Linda Andrews presented a power-point summarizing the findings of the new course evaluation system. In fall 2009, 96% of the evaluation packets distributed to faculty were returned. The total cost for the system in fall 2009 was $4278.03. RSU’s evaluations were above the comparison group. Faculty cited the facilities, student lack of preparation, and student lack of enthusiasm as the negative qualities impacting learning in their classes. In contrast, faculty cited desire to teach courses, teaching experience, and control over course management decisions as positive factors. All fall courses were evaluated, though there was a “pitiful” response rate for online courses. In spring 2010, the only courses that will be evaluated are those taught by full or part-time faculty teaching at RSU for less than a year, courses that were not taught in fall 2009, and special requests from faculty who would like their courses to be evaluated. The estimated cost for spring is $2518.10.  
NEW BUSINESS

Attempted Hours Evaluation Form: the Financial Aid Office is generating a new form which faculty advisors must complete in order for advisees to continue receiving financial aid. It is not clear why this form is being sent to faculty advisors rather than to the Registrar. 
Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and approved asking David Barron to visit the Faculty Senate to discuss the Attempted Hours Evaluation Form. 
Statistical Analysis Software: Some faculty and students need statistical analysis software in order to conduct their research. It would be helpful for RSU to expand its 50 seat license to be a 250 seat license for SPSS. Motion tabled.

Budget Crisis: Faculty is concerned about the budget crisis and how it may impact students, staff, and faculty. After discussion, the Faculty Senate formed a sub-committee of four members that will write a letter to the administration expressing this concern and a desire that any cuts be shared unilaterally across campus. 
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be February 5, 2010, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Centennial Center.  
SUBMITTED BY Sally Emmons, Secretary

APPROVED February 5, 2010
