Rogers State University
Faculty Senate Minutes

December 4, 2009
The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting December 4, 2009, immediately following the Faculty Association meeting at 1:15 p.m. in room 135 of the Health Sciences building. 
MEMBERS present were

Paul Hatley (Chair)



Sally Emmons (Secretary)

Mary Mackie (Treasurer)

Terry Sutton

Don Glass

Mike McKeon

Frank Grabowski
Min Soe

William Hart
MaryRose Hart

Susan Chinburg
Kevin Woller

Rich Ronan

MEMBERS absent were

Sally Emmons (absent for Faculty Senate meeting)
David Blakely

Phil Sample
Jan Ferris

Faculty Association Meeting
VISITORS: 
Dr. Larry Rice, President

Dr. Richard Beck, Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Mr. Tom Volturo, Executive Vice President for Administration and Finance
Jessica Heaven, Counseling Coordinator

VISITOR’S BUSINESS
Jessica Heaven explained college students experience a great deal of depression and wants to train interested faculty on how to identify and respond to depressed students. She intends to offer a training program called “Mental Health First Aid” on campus in spring 2010. This is a 12 hour training course which covers depression, psychosis, anxiety, non-suicidal self-harm, substance abuse, eating disorders, and post traumatic stress. The course will be limited to 25 participants and will include a $12.00 cost (for the manual).  

Dr. Larry Rice was invited by the Faculty Senate to address the Faculty Association. His discussion focused upon budget concerns. RSU has been hit hard by budget cuts but Dr. Rice cautioned against panic. The administration is working hard to make sure that salary cuts, layoffs and furloughs are not necessary. If the budget situation continues to deteriorate, possible response measures include suspending for at least a year supplemental retirement payments (Dr. Rice favors this), early retirement, and faculty teaching one more class per semester. More information will be available after the Dec. 21, 2009, meeting with the state legislature. 

Dr. Richard Beck advised that the Add/Drop period at RSU will change in fall 2010. Students will be allowed to add/drop courses during the first five days of class; during the next five days students may drop courses only. Academic Council is currently discussing whether to change the last day for course withdrawals.   

Faculty Association Discussion Points

1. Can the IDEA Evaluations occur later in the semester? Paul Hatley will discuss this possibility with Linda Andrews. 
2. How many faculty use “clickers” in their classrooms? Bill Hart will discuss how to implement this technology in the classroom for anyone who is interested. 
3. It was moved and seconded that faculty can voluntary pay $5 annual dues to the Faculty Association.
4. Should Senate officers be subject to term limits? After discussion, the Faculty Association decided not to amend the Faculty Constitution.
Faculty Senate Meeting: 2:43-2:58 p.m.    
There were no agenda items for the meeting but two issues were raised:

1. The Faculty Senate would like to meet with Linda Andrews regarding the IDEA Evaluation system to address concerns with this system (especially for online courses).

2. The Faculty Senate would like to meet with Gary Nodine regarding campus e-mail issues.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be January 15, 2010, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Centennial Center.  
SUBMITTED BY Sally Emmons, Secretary

APPROVED January 15, 2010
