Rogers State University
Faculty Senate Minutes

October 2, 2009
The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting October 2, 2009, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Student Union. 
MEMBERS present were

Paul Hatley (Chair)



Sally Emmons (Secretary)

Mary Mackie (Treasurer)

Phil Sample

Terry Sutton

Don Glass

Kevin Woller

Mike McKeon

Frank Grabowski
David Blakely

Rich Ronan

Min Soe

Jan Ferris

William Hart
MaryRose Hart

MEMBERS absent were

Terry Sutton

Susan Chinburg
VISITORS: 
Dr. Susan Payne

Ms. LaTonya Pate, RSU Bookstore
Mr. Gary Webb, President, Student Broadcasting Association

Ms. Renee Morse-Heenan, SGA Representative

OLD BUSINESS 
Student Workers in Markham Hall: Student workers are being limited in their use in vital university services. There are currently no student workers in the Registrar’s Office, two student workers in Enrollment, and three student workers in Financial Aid. All student workers will either have or will undergo training.   
Faculty Senate Open to Observers: Faculty Senate meetings are open to all RSU faculty but other observers may attend only when they are invited. The Chair of the Faculty Senate will query Richard Beck about the Open Meeting Act and whether this act is applicable to campus meetings.  
NEW BUSINESS
Recycling Bins: There is currently no recycling of materials at RSU. The Student Broadcasting Association hopes to change this by spearheading an initiative to start plastic and aluminum recycling on the Claremore campus. Rogers County Recycling Center has agreed to collect the recyclables if the SBA can raise enough financial support to purchase 8 recycling bins. Currently, the SBA has received money from several student organizations and groups on campus, including the Bookstore, the President’s Leadership class, the RSU Campus Activities Team, the Biology and Psychology Clubs, Psi Chi National Honor Society, Alpha Sigma Alpha, and Alpha Sigma Tau. This support is enough to purchase 6 of the 8 bins. The SBA requests financial help from the Faculty Senate.       
Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved that Senators will query their faculty as to whether they are interested in using Faculty Association money to fund either one or two of the recycling bins for the Claremore campus. Each bin will cost 127.50 and there is currently approximately $416.00 in the treasury. 

Textbook Orders: Beginning July 1, 2010, the Higher Education Act will require all colleges to post textbook orders online 30 days before early enrollment so that this information is available to students. RSU is taking a proactive approach by implementing this bill prior to the mandated start date. This explains why textbooks order for the spring semester were due to department offices two weeks earlier than in the past.   
Academic Progress Check: Student athletes are required to sign a FERPA. The grade check system has been revised so that the process is streamlined for faculty. Twice a semester Jarod Hood will send all faculty a packet containing grade check forms for all student athletes. Faculty will have a week to fill out the forms and return them. Dr. Beck supports this revised process and OU Legal has okayed the process and the form. Soon, fraternities and sororities will have required grade checks too.  
Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved the institution of this new grade check process and form. 
Financial Savings from the Geo-Thermal System: Several faculty raised concerns about the effectiveness of the new geo-thermal system in place on the Claremore campus. Specifically of concern is whether the system is working properly in Prep Hall where the classrooms are consistently either too hot or too cold (Baird Hall was also mentioned). This hinders the ability of students and faculty to function effectively and also is not conducive to the educational process.  

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved asking administration for information about the geo-thermal system, including: How much did the system cost? How much money is being saved monthly versus the initial projections? If money is being saved, where is this money going? Why doesn’t the system work in some buildings? 

Paper Allotment for Students: The SGA is concerned that students are no longer receiving the support they should receive from RSU because their paper allotment has been cut, making it difficult for some students to print off necessary class information when needed. The SGA would like for more RSU faculty to allow students to turn in material electronically and to allow laptops to be used in classes. The SGA would also like for the paper allotment to be raised.

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved having Senators return to their departments to discuss this problem and what reasonable measures can/should be taken. 

Fee for Athletic Events: Allowing students and faculty to attend athletic events for free is a financial drain on the university. It is suspected that the university would not have a financial crisis if the athletic department brought in revenue from games. In addition, it was reported that Mark Meadors told a Senator that any post season games are not in the athletic budget; thus, the university must “find” the money in the budget for these games when necessary. 

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved their support that athletic events should charge a fee for attendance. 

Faculty Association Meeting: The next Faculty Association meeting will be December 4, 2009, at 1:15 p.m. On the agenda will be faculty dues.     
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be November 6, 2009, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Student Center.
SUBMITTED BY Sally Emmons, Secretary

APPROVED November 6, 2009
ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES

TO:

Dr. Richard Beck



Vice President, Rogers State University

FROM:
Paul Hatley



Chair, Rogers State University Faculty Senate

DATE:
November 4, 2009
SUBJECT:
Effectiveness of the Geo-Thermal System
Several faculty have raised concerns about the effectiveness of the new geo-thermal system in place on the Claremore campus. Specifically of concern is whether the system is working properly in Prep Hall where the classrooms are consistently either too hot or too cold (Baird Hall was also mentioned). This hinders the ability of students and faculty to function effectively and also is not conducive to the educational process. The Faculty Senate would like information about how much the system cost, how much money is being saved monthly versus the initial projections, where this money is going, and why the system does not appear to work as well in some buildings.  
TO:

Dr. Richard Beck



Vice President, Rogers State University

FROM:
Paul Hatley



Chair, Rogers State University Faculty Senate

DATE:
November 4, 2009
SUBJECT:
Fee for Athletic Events
Allowing students and faculty to attend athletic events for free is a financial drain on the university. Members of the Faculty Senate believe that the university might not have a financial crisis if the athletic department brought in revenue from games. Specifically, there is concern that post season games are not included in athletic budgets. This means that the university must “find” money in other budgets to pay for any after season games. The Faculty Senate strongly supports charging fees for faculty and students to attend athletic events so that revenue is generated.  

