Rogers State University
Faculty Senate Minutes

April 3, 2009
The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting April 3, 2009, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Student Union. 
MEMBERS present were

Paul Hatley (Chair)



Sally Emmons (Secretary)

Mary Mackie (Treasurer)

Phil Sample

Terry Sutton

Don Glass

Sharon Fernlund
Mike McKeon

William Hart

Frank Grabowski
Susan Chinburg
David Blakely

Michael Wells

Rich Ronan
MEMBERS absent were

Min Soe

MaryRose Hart

VISITOR: Nic Pranger, Academic Computing Services

VISITOR’S BUSINESS: At the request of the Faculty Senate, Nic Pranger has written a short explanation of instructions that faculty and staff may use to block e-mails from unwanted senders. Mr. Pranger presented this list of instructions to the Faculty Senate and provided copies for senators to take back with them to their respective departments for dispersal.
OLD BUSINESS 
Distance Education Committee: The Distance Education Committee is formally recommending that Angel be selected as the new online instruction platform at RSU.

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved the Distance Education Committee’s recommendation. The Chair of the Faculty Senate will inform Dr. Myra Haulmark of this decision.
Dean Evaluation: At the previous Faculty Senate meeting a sub-committee was formed to evaluate the effectiveness of the Dean evaluation survey and to propose additional changes to it. The members of this sub-committee were updated today and a Chair of the sub-committee was appointed.
Faculty Lounge, Centennial Center: The Chair of the Faculty Senate reported to members that a phone and computer will soon be available for faculty use in the Faculty Lounge.
Athletic Student Advising: Several members of the Faculty Senate met with Wren Baker to discuss the problems that occur when student athletes are advised by the Athletic Department. Wren Baker agrees that the Athletic Department should send students to faculty for advising purposes rather than having advisement occur in the Athletic Department. It was proposed that a Faculty Senate liaison position be created. This position will serve as a liaison between the Faculty Senate and the Athletic Department when other concerns surface.

Motion:  After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved that a Faculty Senate liaison position be created. This liaison will serve as the contact person between the Faculty Senate and the Athletic Department.    

Motion: After discussion, members of the Faculty Senate moved, seconded, and unanimously approved selecting Susan Chinburg as the Faculty Senate liaison with the Athletic Department. This will be a one-year term.
Pay, Tenure and Promotion: The Chair of the Faculty Senate expressed concern to the VPAA that RSU faculty with terminal degrees are not being treated equitably in terms of promotion and tenure. The VPAA has investigated the matter and has located one instance of salary compression that he assures will be rectified soon. The VPAA also assures the Faculty Senate Chair that he wants equity in pay in the disciplines. Despite this, there is still a perception among some RSU faculty that a disparity in pay still exists at RSU which is of concern.     
Tracking Software for Faculty Senate Memos: Peter Macpherson is currently designing software that will track when a Faculty Senate memo is sent to the administration and when that memo is responded to.  

NEW BUSINESS
General Advising for New Enrollees: Members of the Faculty Senate discussed concerns regarding the advising process at RSU and the effectiveness of this process. In addition, it was discussed whether Enrollment Management does any general advising. Also, some members questioned the appropriateness of requiring faculty to be available for Early Enrollment if no evidence is available indicating that students will be available for those faculty to advise in their respective academic programs. A general dissatisfaction seems to exist among the faculty regarding the effectiveness of Early Advising.

Tuition Reductions/Waivers for RSU Family Members: Members of the Faculty Senate discussed whether now is the time to ask the administration to reconsider its position on tuition reductions/waivers for RSU family members. The Chair of the Faculty Senate will discuss this issue with the VPAA at their next meeting.   
Faculty Senate Elections: Departmental senators need to return to their departments and request if any of their colleagues would like to run for the officer positions of the Faculty Senate. All names must be submitted to the Secretary of the Faculty Senate by April 10, 2009.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be April 17, 2009, at 1:15 p.m. in the Board Room of the Student Center.
SUBMITTED BY Sally Emmons, Secretary

APPROVED April 17, 2009 
