Faculty Senate Minutes for Nov. 3, 2005

Meeting was called to order by Paul Hatley at 1:45.  Members present, Paul Hatley, Sharon Fernlund, Peter Macpherson, Kimberly Graham, Phil Sample, Mary Mackie, Terry Sutton, Min Soe, Gary Moeller.

Minutes from last meeting approved.

Item 1.  Jan Carroll spoke extensively to the senate on the policies of Academic Computing Services and purchasing procedures (all of which should be readily available in RSU literature (?).)

Old Business

Item 2.  Kimberly addressed specific problems concerning Reimbursement of Faculty Pursuing Advanced or Terminal Degrees. Her RFPAT experience is negative.  She was first told by RSU officials that there would be no out-of-pocket expenses in her higher degree pursuit.  That apparently and in reality was not the case.  This sparked the continuing issue of whether new faculty are being misled.  FS Actions Suggested – Look into Policies and Procedures or Faculty Development policies on RFPAT – Request clarification through memo to Dr. Minks, but first have Kim write draft to FS.  The memo will address the impact misleading practices have on the recruitment and retention of nursing faculty.

Item 3.  Medical Reimbursement Account – reviewed letter to be sent to Dr. Wiley.

Items 4 & 5.  Discussion of tracking requests/memos to administration as concerns such things as mileage stipends to B’ville and RSU Tuition and Fee Reductions for Family Members.  FS Action Suggested – Have MMM draft memo to FS concerning stipends. – Date and number memos.

Item 6.  Withdrawal dates – table until Dec 1 meeting.  (which was moved to Feb. 3, 2006)

New Business
Item 1.  Updates provided on Policies and Procedures concerning Promotion and Tenure.  Should there be examples of proper procedures provided?  Who’s changing the policies?

Item 2.  Faculty time for advising and checking transcripts.  Discussion – needs change – won’t happen in our life-time.  MMM suggested we gather info.  On office hours (from other institutions) – table for Dec. (Feb.) meeting.

Item 3.  Phil moved  that we have Paul make an informal request of Dr. Wiley to check on the possibility of issuing more formal check stubs.  Problems have occurred in credit matters because of the current unofficial look of our stubs.
