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The RSU Faculty Senate held a meeting August 29, 2003, at 1:30 p.m. in Room 203, Baird Hall.

  

MEMBERS present were 

Jim Ford (Chair)

Patrick Seward (Vice-Chair)

       Emily Dial-Driver (Secretary)

       Paul Hatley (Treasurer) 

       Peter Macpherson (Senator, Applied Technology)

       Ken Bugajski (Senator, Communications and Fine Arts)

      Beth von Buchwald (Senator, Health Sciences)

       
Guest present was

       Dr. Ray Brown



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the Faculty Senate meeting on April 25, 2003, and the Faculty Association meeting of August 12, 2003, were approved.



OLD/NEW BUSINESS


Faculty Workload: Results of the faculty workload survey were discussed. Returns were scant, and the limited window for reporting made the data potentially unrepresentative. 

Old and New Issues

     Safety:  Correspondence re the safety plan between the previous chair and Dr. Boyd indicates the plan is under consideration. The Chair will check on status.

     Folding: Folding of on-line and on-ground classes into one class is still occurring.

     Class limits for on-line classes: The faculty has queried class limits for on-line classes.

     Communication: There is still a need for clear communication.

     Password protection: Faculty are still asking for password protected data/resources for student access.

     Grades due: Faculty have asked that grades not be due for two business days after finals. (See motion below.) 

     Martin Luther King Day: Faculty have requested that Martin Luther King Day be an observed holiday. (See motion below.)

     Calendar: The faculty has queried how the calendar is made. For example, the Fall 03 calendar does not meet the required number of days for those classes only meeting on Thursday. The Chair will query the process. 

     Campus beautification: A sidewalk from Health Science toward the city pool has been suggested.

     Advising paperwork: Faculty continue to query the amount of paperwork required of the faculty in advising, in particular the degree checks. It has been suggested that general education checks be done for transfer students on their entry to RSU. 

Dr. Brown discussed the forthcoming economic survey and asked Faculty Senate to encourage faculty participation. 



MOTIONS

Grades due: It was moved, seconded, and passed to send a memorandum to Dr. Wiley asking that grades not be due for two business days after finals. (See attached.)

Martin Luther King Day: It was moved, seconded, and passed to send a memorandum forward to Dr. Wiley requesting that Martin Luther King Day be an observed holiday. (See attached.)



NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be Friday, September 19, 2003, at 1:30 in BH 203.   



TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED

SUBMITTED BY  Emily Dial-Driver, Secretary


APPROVED 26 Sept. 2003


ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES

-----Original Message-----

From: 
James Ford  

Sent:
Monday, September 22, 2003 10:13 AM

To:
Richard Boyd

Cc:
Emily Dial-Driver

Subject:
Final Exam Deadlines, Martin Luther King Day

Dr. Boyd-

Good morning. Attached is the information on the grade schedules and MLK Day observances for various Oklahoma institutions. The only thing we do not know is the time at which grades are due-- in most cases, the schools simply listed the date, so whether grades are actually due at the close of the day or at noon is unclear. 

The Senate is requesting at least two full business days between the close of the final exam period and the deadline for submitting grades. Particularly in the spring, when commencement activities occupy most of the weekend (and intersession courses begin Monday at 8 a.m.), having the weekend is insufficient for grading most exams. Writing-intensive final exams are especially time-consuming. The Senate recommends a 5 p.m. Wednesday deadline (assuming finals finish on the previous Friday).

The Senate is also requesting that Martin Luther King, Jr., Day be observed as a school holiday. Since this request was first made last fall, Oklahoma State University has joined the list of schools observing the holiday. 

As we discussed, both of these policies were first requested by the full Faculty Association in Fall 2002. The Senate decided that both issues were important enough to warrant further consideration.

Thank you.

Jim
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